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Nokomis Heights is a Reconciling In Christ (RIC) Congregation. We believe the gospel is 
God’s gift to all people, to be shared unconditionally, without regard to cultural or ethnic 
background; race; sexual orientation; gender identity; physical or mental abilities; socio-
economic, marital, or family status; gender; or age. We welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender people, their partners and their families into full participation in the life and 
ministry of this congregation. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Pastors  Kristen Capel, Steven Delzer 
Organist  Julie Urban 
Vocalists  Sara Birkeland, Johan Christopherson, Annika Coyle,  
  Carolyn Deters, Chris Meiers, Hannah Steinert, Tim Wicker 
Instrumentalists  Nathan Hasterlik, trumpet; Chris Meiers, bass;  
  Hannah Steinert, trumpet 
Lector  Jan Myers 
Recording/Editing  Dana Lonn 

In our prayers this week: Casey Austad, Linda Austad, Jerry Casterton, Christopher 
Ferguson, Rich Gronner, Jennifer Harris, Dee Levine, Blanca Raniolo’s sister Nelly, and 
Eric and Piper Roome. 
 

 

In-person worship in the Sanctuary, Sundays, at 10:00 am. 

Adult Forum in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00 am,  
Sunday School in the Nokomis Room at 9:00 am. 

Masks are required. 
 

Online worship premieres at 10:00 am every Sunday. 
Find us online on Facebook and YouTube! 

www.nokomisheights.org 
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NOKOMIS HEIGHTS LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
FEBRUARY 27, 2022 LAST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 10:00 A.M. 

	

GATHERING 

PRELUDE “Be Thou My Vision” Turner 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
LEADER: In each of our hearts live pieces of brokenness— 
  mistakes we have made and regrets long held. 
  These things do not define us. 
  Jesus shines in us and through us. This is the light that defines us— 
  the light of Christ, the light of life, the Light of the World. 

HYMN 715 ELW (st. 1-2, 5) “Christ, Be Our Light” 
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LEADER: The light shines in the darkness, 
    and the darkness has not overcome it. 
    Jesus says to you, child of God, 
    “Let your light so shine before others 
    that they may see your good works 
    and glorify your creator in heaven.” 
ALL:   Amen 

HYMN OF PRAISE ACS S702 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
ALL:   God of vision, too often we are spiritually blindfolded, 
    unable to see you at work in our world. 
    Remove barriers that keep us from seeing. 
    Help us to be light for others. Amen 
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WORD 
THE READING   Psalm 27:1-4 
LEADER: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?  
     The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
     When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh, 
     my adversaries and foes, they shall stumble and fall.  
     Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; 
     though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident. 
     One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 
     to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
     to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 
    The Word of the Lord. 
ALL:   Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE / BURYING THE ALLELUIA  

BLESSING SONG “The Song of Blessing” Nelson/Weins 
May God give you eyes to see all that is good, all that is good, 

the courage for anything, may you be strong, may you be strong. 
May God give you ears to hear God's loving voice, God's loving voice 

speaking all around you, all around and deep inside. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ACS S703 
We will sing the verse twice, the first time in English and the second time in Spanish. 

 



 6 

THE GOSPEL MESSAGE   John 9:1-41 
MESSAGE 
READER: As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see.  

MESSAGE  
READER: The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, 

“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.” Others 
were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” But 
they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The 
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam 
and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”  

MESSAGE 
READER: They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it 

was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, 
“He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees 
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath,” But others 
said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 
So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes 
he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

MESSAGE 
READER: The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 

until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 
His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 
but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his 
eye. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” His parents said this because 
they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore 
his parents said ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 

MESSAGE 
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READER: So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do 
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 
now I see.” They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?” He answered them “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why 
do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” Then 
they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 
he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not 
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does 
not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his 
will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes 
of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They 
answered him, You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And 
they drove him out. 

MESSAGE 
READER: Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, 

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 
that I may believe in him,” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshipped him. 

MESSAGE 
READER: Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see 

may see, and those who do see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near 
him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” Jesus said to 
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, 
your sin remains.  

MESSAGE 
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SERMON HYMN 779 ELW (st. 1-3)   “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Introduction 
LEADER: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to 

pray for the church, the world, and all that God has made: 

  Sing twice 

 

 

 
LEADER: Transform us by your greatness, O God. Send us out to share joy with all people. 

Make us agents of change, confident that your hope will vanquish despair and your 
goodness will conquer evil. 

  God of grace, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
LEADER: The mountains and valleys sing your praise. Dazzle us with your presence in every 

landscape: bluffs built by ancient glaciers, canyons carved by flowing rivers, flat 
horizons with uninterrupted views, and sands shaped by ocean tides. 

  God of grace, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
LEADER: As we pray for the people of Ukraine, we are reminded that you love justice and 

establish equity. Strengthen leaders of local governments, community nonprofits, 
and grassroots campaigns. Bless them with gifts of integrity, creativity, and sound 
conscience. Build up safe and joyful communities where all people may thrive. 

  God of grace, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
LEADER: Heal those who are in distress (especially members and friends in need of prayer). 

Give patience to those waiting for answers. Grant hope to those who have reached 
the limits of treatment. Give compassionate hearts to those who accompany loved 
ones through illness and uncertainty.  

  God of grace, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
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LEADER: Today we shout alleluia from the mountaintop; this week we enter the 
wilderness of Lent. Bless all who prepare and lead us in worship during this 
change of season: pastors, musicians, and all who contribute to our worship life.  

  God of grace, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
LEADER: Blessed are they who listened to Christ’s voice in this life and now rest with 

him. Transform us from glory into glory, and give us your peace, that we do not 
lose heart. 

  God of grace, 
ALL:  hear our prayer. 
Conclusion  
LEADER: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all 

our prayers to you in confidence and faith, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
ALL:  Amen 

  Sing twice 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
     hallowed be your name, 
     your kingdom come, 
     your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
    Give us today our daily bread. 
    Forgive us our sins, 
     as we forgive those who sin against us. 
    Save us from the time of trial, 
    and deliver us from evil. 
    For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
     are yours, now and forever. Amen 



 11 

SHARING THE PEACE 
LEADER: The peace of Christ be with you always. ALL: And also with you. 

GENEROSITY MOMENT 

OFFERING RESPONSE 677 ELW (st. 1)  “This Little Light of Mine” 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
ALL:   Generous God, your goodness floods the earth with beauty 

 and our hearts with love. 
 Receive the gifts we bring—gifts of service, compassion, and resources; 

 an overflowing of your goodness into the world. Amen  
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SENDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BENEDICTION 

CLOSING HYMN 793 ELW (st. 1-3) “Be Thou My Vision” 

 

SENDING 
LEADER: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

Moment of silence 

POSTLUDE “This Little Light of Mine” Sowash 
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Scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved.  

Hymns and Liturgical selections are reprinted from: 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress; 
All Creation Sings Evangelical Lutheran Worship Supplement (ACS), copyright © 2020, Augsburg Fortress; 
Sundays and Seasons 2022, Year C, copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14379. 

“Be Thou My Vision,” by John Turner, from Celtic Jazz: Hymn Settings, is copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

“Christ Be Our Light” (ELW 715), text and music are copyright © 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications. All rights 
reserved. 

“The Song of Blessing,” music by John Mark Nelson, lyrics by Mary Wiens and John Mark Nelson, copyright © 2017. Used by 
permission. 

“Hear Our Prayer” (ELW 178), text and music copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

“This Little Light of Mine” (ELW 677), arr. copyright © Horace Clarence Boyer, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

“This Little Light of Mine,” arr. by Bradley Sowash, from Augsburg Jazz: Hymn Arrangements for Jazz Combo, copyright 
© 2005 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinting and recording/streaming of music used by permission under OneLicense.net A-725653 and CCLI Licenses 
20685042/20685035. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


