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Nokomis Heights is a Reconciling In Christ (RIC) Congregation. We believe the gospel is God’s gift 
to all people, to be shared unconditionally, without regard to cultural or ethnic background; 
race; sexual orientation; gender identity; physical or mental abilities; socio-economic, marital, or 
family status; gender; or age. We welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, their 
partners and their families into full participation in the life and ministry of this congregation. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Pastors  Kristen Capel, Steven Delzer 
Pianist  Julie Urban 
Instrumentalists  Kim Bretheim, cello; Christine Hurney, recorder 
Vocalists  Kim Bretheim, Sue Danielson Bretheim, Johan Christopherson, 

Carolyn Deters, Tim Wicker 
Lector  Kristin Denison Young 
Recording  Dana Lonn 
 
In our prayers this week: Casey Austad, Linda Austad, Jerry Casterton, Jennifer Harris, Rich 
Gronner, Dee Levine, Sam Mergendahl’s Grandma Lee, Charlie Olson, Blanca Raniolo’s sister 
Nelly, and Eric and Piper Roome; Mission Partners: Trinity and St. Peder’s Lutheran churches, 
Community Emergency Service (CES), and Wapo Bible Camp 
            

Join us each Sunday for worship (online and in person)! 
Outdoor, in-person worship on the church lawn 
every Sunday, at 10:00 am, weather permitting. 

Adult Forum and Sidewalk Sunday School 
at 9:00 am, on the church lawn. 

Online worship premieres at 10:00 am every Sunday. 
Find us online on Facebook and YouTube! 

www.nokomisheights.org 
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NOKOMIS HEIGHTS LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 

OCTOBER 10, 2021  10:00 A.M. 
	

GATHERING 
PRELUDE “Let Us Break Bread Together” Burton 

WELCOME 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S DAY 
	 L:	 O	Great	Spirit,	God	of	every	people	and	every	tribe,	
	 	 we	come	to	you	as	your	many	children,	
	 	 to	ask	for	your	forgiveness	and	guidance.	

	 C:	 Forgive	us	for	the	colonialism	that	stains	our	past,	
	 	 the	ignorance	that	allowed	us	to	think	
	 	 that	we	could	claim	another’s	home	for	our	own.	
	 	 Heal	us	of	this	history.	
	 	 Remind	us	that	none	of	us	were	discovered	
	 	 since	none	of	us	were	lost,	
	 	 but	that	we	are	all	gathered	within	the	sacred	circle	
	 	 of	your	community.	
	 	 Guide	us	through	your	wisdom	

to	restore	the	truth	of	our	heritage.	
	 	 Help	us	to	confront	the	racism	that	divides	us	
	 	 as	we	confess	the	pain	it	has	caused	

to	the	human	family.	
	 	 Call	us	to	kinship.	
	 	 Mend	the	hoop	of	our	hearts	
	 	 and	let	us	live	in	justice	and	peace,	
	 	 through	Jesus	Christ,	the	One	who	came	
	 	 that	all	people	might	live	in	dignity.	
	 	 Amen	
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OPENING HYMN 822 (st. 1-4) “Oh, Sing to the Lord” 

 

GREETING 
	 L:	 The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	love	of	God,	

and	the	communion	of	the	Holy	Spirit	be	with	you	all.	
	 C:	 And	also	with	you.	
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
	 L:		 Gracious	and	loving	God,	
	 C:	 You	have	called	us	as	a	community	

and	given	us	every	gift	we	need	
to	share	your	goodness	and	grace	
in	the	world.	
Unite	and	guide	us	
with	the	power	of	your	Holy	Spirit	
as	we	work	together	
with	our	neighbors	
to	share	love	and	justice	
in	the	world	you	created.	
Amen	

WORD 

THE READING   Philippians 2:1-4 
	 L:	 If	then	there	is	any	encouragement	in	Christ,	any	consolation	from	love,	any	

sharing	in	the	Spirit,	any	compassion	and	sympathy,	make	my	joy	complete:	be	
of	the	same	mind,	having	the	same	love,	being	in	full	accord	and	of	one	mind.	
Do	nothing	from	selfish	ambition	or	conceit,	but	in	humility	regard	others	as	
better	than	yourselves.	Let	each	of	you	look	not	to	your	own	interests,	but	to	
the	interests	of	others.	

	 	 	The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
	 L:		 Creator	God,	
	 C:	 You	formed	us	in	your	image,	which	means	we	were	made	to	create!	

May	we	be	led	by	your	Spirit	to	celebrate	creation	in	all	of	its	forms.	
We	are	grateful	for	painters,	musicians,	bakers,	knitters,	
quilters,	dancers,	and	all	who	embody	your	spirit	of	creation.	
Give	us	a	spirit	of	joy	as	we	create	a	space	of	welcome	for	your	people.	
Amen	

WORD 

THE READING   Genesis 1:26-27 
	 L:	 Then	God	said,	“Let	us	make	humankind	in	our	image,	according	to	our	likeness;	

and	let	them	have	dominion	over	the	fish	of	the	sea,	and	over	the	birds	of	the	air,	
and	over	the	cattle,	and	over	all	the	wild	animals	of	the	earth,	and	over	every	
creeping	thing	that	creeps	upon	the	earth.”	So	God	created	humankind	in	his	
image,	in	the	image	of	God	he	created	them;	male	and	female	he	created	them.	

	 	 	The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

	

 
 



 7 

THE GOSPEL (THE MESSAGE)   Matthew 5:13-16 
	 L:	 “Let	me	tell	you	why	you	are	here.	You’re	here	to	be	salt-seasoning	that	brings	out	

the	God-flavors	of	this	earth.	If	you	lose	your	saltiness,	how	will	people	taste	
godliness?	You've	lost	your	usefulness	and	will	end	up	in	the	garbage.	

	 	 “Here’s	another	way	to	put	it:	You're	here	to	be	light,	bringing	out	the	God-colors	
in	the	world.	God	is	not	a	secret	to	be	kept.	We’re	going	public	with	this,	as	public	
as	a	city	on	a	hill.	If	I	make	you	light-bearers,	you	don’t	think	I’m	going	to	hide	you	
under	a	bucket,	do	you?	I’m	putting	you	on	a	light	stand.	Now	that	I’ve	put	you	
there	on	a	hilltop,	on	a	light	stand—shine!	Keep	open	house;	be	generous	with	
your	lives.	By	opening	up	to	others,	you’ll	prompt	people	to	open	up	with	God,	this	
generous	Father	in	heaven.”	

	 	 	The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

SERMON 

SERMON HYMN 687  “Come to Us, Creative Spirit” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
	  Introduction 
	 L:	 Made	children	and	heirs	of	God’s	promise,	we	pray	for	the	church,	the	world,	

and	all	in	need.	
	 	 A brief silence. 

	

	
	 L:	 Creating	God,	you	call	forth	different	gifts	of	creativity	in	all	of	us	made	in	your	image.	

Encourage	us	to	welcome	the	diverse	creativity	of	the	whole	church—in	cooking,	
baking,	sewing,	knitting,	painting,	music,	sculpture,	writing,	video,	dance,	acting,	
teaching,	building,	photography,	and	more.	

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.	
	 L:	 Nurturing	God,	you	bring	forth	crops	from	the	soil	and	bounty	from	the	trees.	

Increase	the	produce	of	the	land	and	bless	all	who	toil	in	fields	and	orchards.	Provide	
for	good	working	conditions	and	keep	them	safe.	

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.	
	 L:	 Empowering	God,	you	offer	compassion	for	those	who	are	overlooked	for	forgotten.	

Open	the	hearts	of	local,	national,	and	world	leaders	to	show	compassion	and	love	for	
their	neighbors.	

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.	
	 L:	 Sheltering	God,	in	Jesus	you	travelled	among	us	without	a	place	to	lay	your	head.	

Provide	safe	places	to	sleep	and	rest	for	those	who	have	no	place	to	live.	Sustain	
ministries	that	offer	food,	clothing,	and	peace	of	mind,	especially	Loaves	and	Fishes,	
Our	Saviour’s	Shelter,	and	Community	Emergency	Service	in	Minneapolis.	

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.	
	 L:	 Renewing	God,	you	bring	life	out	of	death.	Help	us	part	with	those	things	that	are	no	

longer	beneficial	to	us	and	open	our	hearts	to	see	where	new	life	is	budding.	We	pray	
for	those	who	are	suffering	in	any	way,	that	hearts,	minds,	and	bodies	might	be	
renewed.	We	pray	especially	for…	(members	and	friends	in	need	of	prayer).	

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.	
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	 	  Conclusion  
	 L:	 Receive	these	prayers,	O	God,	and	those	in	our	hearts	known	only	to	you;	through	

Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	
	 C:	 Amen	

	

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
	 C:	 	Our	Father	in	heaven,	
	 	 	 	 hallowed	be	your	name,	
	 	 	 	 your	kingdom	come,	
	 	 	 	 your	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	in	heaven.	
	 	 	 Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
	 	 	 Forgive	us	our	sins,	
	 	 	 	 as	we	forgive	those	who	sin	against	us.	
	 	 	 Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial,	
	 	 	 	 and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
	 	 	 For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	and	the	glory	
	 	 	 	 are	yours,	now	and	forever.	Amen	

SHARING THE PEACE	
	 L:	 The	peace	of	Christ	be	with	you	always.	
	 C:	 And	also	with	you	

OFFERING  “We Come to the Hungry Feast” Sedio 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 L:		We	pray	together:	
	 C:	 	God	of	abundance,	

you	cause	streams	to	break	forth	in	the	desert	
and	manna	to	rain	from	the	heavens.	
accept	the	gifts	you	have	first	given	us.	
Unite	them	with	the	offering	of	our	lives	
to	nourish	the	world	you	love	so	dearly;	
through	Jesus	Christ,	our	Savior	and	Lord.	Amen	
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SENDING 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING 
	 L:	 The	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	you.	

The	Lord’s	face	shine	upon	you	and	be	gracious	to	you.	
The	Lord	look	upon	you	with	favor	and	give	you	peace.	

	 C:	 Amen	

CLOSING HYMN 731 (st. 1-3)  “Earth and All Stars!” 

 
 

Continued on next page 
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SENDING 
	 L:	 Go	in	peace	to	love	and	serve	the	Lord.	 	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God!	
Moment of silence 

POSTLUDE “In Christ There is no East or West” Hassell 
   

Scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved. 
The Gospel text is from The Message, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved. 
Liturgical selections are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress, and Sundays and 
Seasons 2021, Year B, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #SBL14379. 
The Prayer of Reconciliation on Indigenous People’s Day is from The Episcopal Church’s Resources on the Doctrine of Discovery, 
episcopalchurch.org. 
“Let Us Break Bread Together,” arr. by Daniel Burton, copyright © 2018 Birnamwood Publications. All rights reserved. 
“Oh, Sing to the Lord” (ELW 822), Spanish and English text copyright © Gerhard Cartford, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. 
“Come to Us, Creative Spirit” (ELW 687), text copyright © 1979 Stainer & Bell Ltd. and the Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes 
(UK), admin in USA and Canada by Hope Publishing Company. For other territories © Stainer & Bell Ltd., 23 Grunreisen Road, 
London N3 1DZ, UK. www.stainer.co.uk. All rights reserved. Music copyright © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. 
“We Come to the Hungry Feast,” arr. by Mark Sedio from Dancing in the Light of God: A Collection for Piano, copyright © 1997 
Augsburg Fortress; tune: copyright © 1982 Ray Makeever. All rights reserved. 

“Come unto Me,” music copyright © Gregory Berg. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
“Earth and All Stars!” (ELW 731), text and music copyright © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. 
“In Christ There Is No East or West,” from Jazz Plain and Simple by Michael Hassell, copyright© 1998 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved 
Reprinting and recording/streaming of music used by permission under OneLicense.net A-725653 
and CCLI Licenses 20685042/20685035. 

 
	
	 	


