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Nokomis Heights is a Reconciling In Christ (RIC) Congregation. We believe the gospel is God’s gift 
to all people, to be shared unconditionally, without regard to cultural or ethnic background; 
race; sexual orientation; gender identity; physical or mental abilities; socio-economic, marital, or 
family status; gender; or age. We welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, their 
partners and their families into full participation in the life and ministry of this congregation. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Pastors  Kristen Capel, Steven Delzer 
Organist  Julie Urban 
Vocalists  Kim Bretheim, Sue Danielson Bretheim, Annika Coyle, 

Johan Christopherson, Carolyn Deters, Maren Nelson, Juliet White, 
Tim Wicker, Sarah Winter 

Instrumentalist  Emma Lofthus, viola 
Lector  Bill Kaemmerer 
Children’s Message  Libby Bottem 
Recording/Editing  Dana Lonn 

In our prayers this week: Casey Austad, Linda Austad, Jerry Casterton, Rich Gronner, Jennifer 
Harris, Mary Hurney, Dee Levine, and Joyce Suek, on the death of her sister Mary; 
Mission Partners: Trinity and St. Peder’s Lutheran churches, Community Emergency Service (CES), 
and Wapo Bible Camp 
            

 
Join us each Sunday at 10 a.m. for worship (online and in person)! 

Outdoor, in-person worship on the church lawn this summer 
on the 1st, 3rd, and 4th Sundays of the month (weather permitting). 

Outdoor, in-person worship at Pearl Park on the 2nd Sunday of each month. 

Online worship continues every Sunday. 
Find us online on Facebook and YouTube! 

www.nokomisheights.org 
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NOKOMIS HEIGHTS LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
TIME AFTER PENTECOST 

JUNE 27, 2021   10:00 A.M. 
	

GATHERING 

PRELUDE  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” Funderburk 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

	 L:	 If	we	speak	with	human	eloquence	and	angelic	ecstasy,	but	don’t	love,		
	 C:	 we	are	nothing	but	the	creaking	of	a	rusty	gate.		

	 L:	 If	we	speak	God’s	Word	with	power,	revealing	all	mysteries	
and	making	everything	plain	as	day,	
and	if	we	have	faith	that	says	to	a	mountain,	“Jump,”	and	it	jumps,	
but	we	don’t	love,	

	 C:	 we	are	nothing.		

	 L:	 If	we	give	everything	we	own	to	the	poor	
and	even	go	to	the	stake	to	be	burned	as	a	martyr,	
but	don’t	love,		

	 C:	 we’ve	gotten	nowhere.	

	 L:	 So,	no	matter	what	we	say,	what	we	believe,	and	what	we	do,	
we	are	bankrupt	without	love.	

	 C:	 Forgive	us,	O	God,	when	we	fail	to	love.	
Fill	us	up	with	your	love,	
that	we	show	up	in	the	world	as	people	
who	love	one	another	as	you	have	loved	us.			

	 L:	 God	is	the	purest	of	love.	
Know	that	you	are	forgiven	and	free	to	love	one	another	
as	God	loves	you.		

	 C:	 Amen	
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OPENING HYMN 556  “Morning Has Broken” 

 

GREETING	
	 L:	 The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	love	of	God,	

and	the	communion	of	the	Holy	Spirit	be	with	you	all.	
	 C:	 And	also	with	you. 
  



 5 

KYRIE 157 

 

 

 

 

 
Continued on next page 
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SALUTATION 
	 L:	 The	Lord	be	with	you.	
	C:	 And	also	with	you.	

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
	 L:		 God	of	love,	
	 C:	 Sometimes	this	world	makes	us	weary	
	 	 and	it	is	hard	to	put	one	foot	in	front	of	the	other	
	 	 and	keep	going.	
	 	 When	we	are	tired	from	the	journey,	
	 	 fill	us	with	the	spirit	of	your	love,	
	 	 that	we	might	keep	loving	one	another	
	 	 with	your	love.	
	 	 In	Jesus’	name	we	pray.	Amen	

WORD 
THE READING    1 Corinthians 4:1-13	
 L:	 Think	of	us	in	this	way,	as	servants	of	Christ	and	stewards	of	God’s	mysteries.	

Moreover,	it	is	required	of	stewards	that	they	be	found	trustworthy.	But	with	
me	it	is	a	very	small	thing	that	I	should	be	judged	by	you	or	by	any	human	
court.	I	do	not	even	judge	myself.	I	am	not	aware	of	anything	against	myself,	
but	I	am	not	thereby	acquitted.	It	is	the	Lord	who	judges	me.	Therefore	do	not	
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pronounce	judgment	before	the	time,	before	the	Lord	comes,	who	will	bring	to	
light	the	things	now	hidden	in	darkness	and	will	disclose	the	purposes	of	the	
heart.	Then	each	one	will	receive	commendation	from	God.	I	have	applied	all	
this	to	Apollos	and	myself	for	your	benefit,	brothers	and	sisters,	so	that	you	
may	learn	through	us	the	meaning	of	the	saying,	“Nothing	beyond	what	is	
written,”	so	that	none	of	you	will	be	puffed	up	in	favor	of	one	against	another.	

	 	 For	who	sees	anything	different	in	you?	What	do	you	have	that	you	did	not	
receive?	And	if	you	received	it,	why	do	you	boast	as	if	it	were	not	a	gift?	
Already	you	have	all	you	want!	Already	you	have	become	rich!	Quite	apart	
from	us	you	have	become	kings!	Indeed,	I	wish	that	you	had	become	kings,	so	
that	we	might	be	kings	with	you!	For	I	think	that	God	has	exhibited	us	apostles	
as	last	of	all,	as	though	sentenced	to	death,	because	we	have	become	a	
spectacle	to	the	world,	to	angels	and	to	mortals.	We	are	fools	for	the	sake	of	
Christ,	but	you	are	wise	in	Christ.	We	are	weak,	but	you	are	strong.	You	are	
held	in	honor,	but	we	in	disrepute.	To	the	present	hour	we	are	hungry	and	
thirsty,	we	are	poorly	clothed	and	beaten	and	homeless,	and	we	grow	weary	
from	the	work	of	our	own	hands.	When	reviled,	we	bless;	when	persecuted,	we	
endure;	when	slandered,	we	speak	kindly.	We	have	become	like	the	rubbish	of	
the	world,	the	dregs	of	all	things,	to	this	very	day.	

	 	 The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

THE GOSPEL    Mark 12:28-31	
	 L:	 One	of	the	scribes	came	near	and	heard	them	disputing	with	one	another,	and	

seeing	that	he	answered	them	well,	he	asked	him,	“Which	commandment	is	the	
first	of	all?”	Jesus	answered,	“The	first	is,	‘Hear,	O	Israel:	the	Lord	our	God,	the	
Lord	is	one;	you	shall	love	the	Lord	your	God	with	all	your	heart,	and	with	all	
your	soul,	and	with	all	your	mind,	and	with	all	your	strength.’	The	second	is	
this,	‘You	shall	love	your	neighbor	as	yourself.’	There	is	no	other	
commandment	greater	than	these.”	

	 	 The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON  
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HYMN 715 (st. 1-2)  “Christ, Be Our Light” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
	  Introduction 
	 L:	 Let	us	come	to	the	triune	God	in	prayer.	

A brief silence. 	
	 L:	 God	of	hope,	the	ministry	of	your	church	extends	across	borders,	from	nearby	

neighbors	to	far	and	distant	countries.	Accompany	all	those	who	labor	eagerly	in	
service	of	the	gospel,	that	through	your	good	news	all	might	experience	
transformation.	

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,		
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		

	 L:	 Almighty	God,	we	give	you	thanks	for	the	air	we	breathe,	the	water	we	drink,	the	land	
that	provides	our	food.	Guard	all	species	of	plants	and	animals	from	harsh	changes	in	
climate	and	empower	us	to	protect	all	you	have	made.	

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		

	 L:	 Righteous	God,	we	pray	for	nations	and	their	leaders.	Give	them	a	spirit	of	compassion	
and	steer	them	towards	a	fair	distribution	of	resources;	that	none	among	us	would	
have	too	much	or	too	little.					

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		

	 L:	 God	of	healing,	your	touch	has	the	power	to	make	us	whole.	We	pray	for	those	
suffering	from	physical	or	mental	illness.	Embrace	those	who	are	sick	or	grieving	and	
surround	them	with	your	unwavering	presence.	(We	pray	for	members	and	friends	in	
need	of	prayer).	 	

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		

	 L:	 We	pray	for	this	assembly	and	all	those	gathered	together	in	worship.	Revive	our	
spirits,	renew	our	relationships,	and	rekindle	our	faith,	that	we	might	experience	
resurrection	in	this	community.				

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,	
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		
	 	  Conclusion  
	 L:	 We	lift	our	prayers	to	you,	O	God,	trusting	in	your	abiding	grace		
	 C:	 Amen	
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LORD’S PRAYER 
	 C:	 	Our	Father	in	heaven,	
	 	 	 	 hallowed	be	your	name,	
	 	 	 	 your	kingdom	come,	
	 	 	 	 your	will	be	done,	
	 	 	 	 	 on	earth	as	in	heaven.	
	 	 	 Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
	 	 	 Forgive	us	our	sins,	
	 	 	 	 as	we	forgive	those	
	 	 	 	 who	sin	against	us.	
	 	 	 Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial,	
	 	 	 	 and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
	 	 	 For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	
	 	 	 	 and	the	glory	are	yours,	
	 	 	 	 now	and	forever.	Amen	

SHARING THE PEACE 
	 L:	 The	peace	of	Christ	be	with	you	always.	
	 C:	 And	also	with	you.	

OFFERING “Abide with Me” Shehi 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 L:		 God	of	abundance,	
	C:	 Everything	in	heaven	and	on	earth	belongs	to	you.	

We	joyfully	release	what	you	have	entrusted	to	us.	
May	these	gifts	be	signs	of	our	whole	lives	returned	to	you,	
dedicated	to	the	healing	and	unity	of	all	creation,	
through	Jesus	Christ.	Amen	

SENDING	

BLESSING 
	 L:	 The	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	you;	

The	Lord’s	face	shine	on	you	and	be	gracious	to	you;		
The	Lord	look	upon	you	with	favor	and	give	you	peace.	

	 C:	 Amen	
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CLOSING HYMN 721  “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil” 
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SENDING 
	 L:	 Go	in	peace	to	love	and	serve	the	Lord.	 	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God!	

Moment of silence 

POSTLUDE “When We Are Living” Roberts 
            
Scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved. 
Some liturgical selections are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14379-ELW.  
The Confession and Forgiveness is adapted from 1 Corinthians 13 in THE MESSAGE, copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. 
Peterson. Used by permission of NavPress. All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. 
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” arr. Duane Funderburk, copyright © 2015 Birnamwood Publications. All rights reserved. 
“Morning Has Broken” (ELW 556), text copyright © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates; arr. 
copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
“Kyrie,” copyright © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission under OneLicense.net A-725653. 
“Christ, Be Our Light” (ELW 715), text and music copyright © 1193 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. All rights 
reserved. 
“Abide with Me” arr. by Christina Shehi, from Piano Plus, vol. 2: Hymns for Piano and Solo Instrument, copyright © 2009 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
“Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil” (ELW 721), text from An African Prayer Book selected by Desmond Tutu, copyright © 1995 by 
Desmond Tutu. Used by permission of Doubleday, a division of Random House, Inc., and Lynn C. Franklin Associates, Ltd. Music. 
Music copyright © 1996 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. All rights reserved. 
“When We Are Living” by Al Roberts, from Piano Plus, vol. 2: Hymns for Piano and Solo Instrument, copyright © 2009 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinting and recording/streaming of music used by permission under OneLicense.net A-725653 and CCLI Licenses 
20685042/20685035 

 


