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Nokomis Heights is a Reconciling In Christ (RIC) Congregation. We believe the gospel is God’s gift 
to all people, to be shared unconditionally, without regard to cultural or ethnic background; 
race; sexual orientation; gender identity; physical or mental abilities; socio-economic, marital, or 
family status; gender; or age. We welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, their 
partners and their families into full participation in the life and ministry of this congregation. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Pastors  Kristen Capel, Steven Delzer 
Guest Preacher  Rev. Kelly Chatman 
Organist  Julie Urban 
Vocalists   Kim Bretheim, Sue Danielson Bretheim, Johan Christopherson,  
   Carolyn Deters, Maren Nelson, Tim Wicker, Sarah Winter 
Instrumentalist  Laura Morris, trumpet 
Lector  Chuck Ehlers 
Children’s Message  Pastor Kris and Annika Coyle 
Camera/Recording  Dana Lonn 

In our prayers this week: Casey Austad, Linda Austad, Jerry Casterton, Rich Gronner, Jennifer 
Harris, Mary Hurney, Dee Levine, Erin & Evelyn Sachsenmaier, and the family of Lorraine 
Westley; Mission Partners: Trinity and St. Peder’s Lutheran churches, Community Emergency 
Service (CES), and Wapo Bible Camp 

            

 

Join us each Sunday at 10 a.m. for worship 
Find us online on Facebook and YouTube 

www.nokomisheights.org 
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NOKOMIS HEIGHTS LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

MAY 2, 2021   10:00 A.M. 
	

GATHERING 

PRELUDE  “O Blessed Spring”  Buckley Farlee 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
	 L:	 We	confess	our	sins	before	God	and	one	another.		
	 	 Pause for silence and reflection.	

	 L:	 Risen	Lord,	
	 C:	 We	admit	that	we	are	slow	to	believe,	

and	even	slower	to	follow	where	you	lead	us.	
We	doubt	your	promise,	
divide	your	people,	
and	fail	to	proclaim	the	power	
of	your	resurrection.	
We	choose	to	live	small	lives	
when	you	have	given	us	the	biggest	gift	of	all:	
your	eternal	life.	
Forgive	us.	
Raise	us	up	to	a	place	
where	we	can	serve	you	faithfully.	
Amen	

	 L:	 Christ	is	arisen,	
bringing	gifts	of	life,	mercy,	and	pardon	for	sin!	
Believe	that	you	are	forgiven,	
and	go	out	and	live	in	the	joy	of	your	Lord’s	resurrection	
in	the	power	of	God’s	Holy	Spirit.	

	 C:	 Amen	
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HYMN 449  “We Know That Christ Is Raised” 

 

GREETING 
	 L:	 The	Lord	be	with	you.	 	
	C:	 And	also	with	you.	

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
	 L:		 Loving	God,	
	 C:	 You	showed	your	followers	that	their	salvation	

didn’t	depend	upon	culture	or	traditions,	
but	on	the	grace	freely	offered	by	your	Spirit.	
Show	us	the	same	open	vision	of	mercy	offered	to	all,	
regardless	of	background	or	practice,	
for	the	sake	of	the	whole	world.	Amen	
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 172 “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” 

 

WORD 
THE READING    Acts 8:26-39	
 L:	 Then	an	angel	of	the	Lord	said	to	Philip,	“Get	up	and	go	toward	the	south	to	the	

road	that	goes	down	from	Jerusalem	to	Gaza.”	(This	is	a	wilderness	road.)	So	he	
got	up	and	went.	Now	there	was	an	Ethiopian	eunuch,	a	court	official	of	the	
Candace,	queen	of	the	Ethiopians,	in	charge	of	her	entire	treasury.	He	had	come	
to	Jerusalem	to	worship	and	was	returning	home;	seated	in	his	chariot,	he	was	
reading	the	prophet	Isaiah.	Then	the	Spirit	said	to	Philip,	“Go	over	to	this	
chariot	and	join	it.”	So	Philip	ran	up	to	it	and	heard	him	reading	the	prophet	
Isaiah.	He	asked,	“Do	you	understand	what	you	are	reading?”	He	replied,	“How	
can	I,	unless	someone	guides	me?”	And	he	invited	Philip	to	get	in	and	sit	beside	
him.	Now	the	passage	of	the	scripture	that	he	was	reading	was	this:	“Like	a	
sheep	he	was	led	to	the	slaughter,	and	like	a	lamb	silent	before	its	shearer,	so	
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he	does	not	open	his	mouth.	In	his	humiliation	justice	was	denied	him.	Who	
can	describe	his	generation?	For	his	life	is	taken	away	from	the	earth.”	The	
eunuch	asked	Philip,	“About	whom,	may	I	ask	you,	does	the	prophet	say	this,	
about	himself	or	about	someone	else?”	Then	Philip	began	to	speak,	and	starting	
with	this	scripture,	he	proclaimed	to	him	the	good	news	about	Jesus.	As	they	
were	going	along	the	road,	they	came	to	some	water;	and	the	eunuch	said,	
“Look,	here	is	water!	What	is	to	prevent	me	from	being	baptized?”	He	
commanded	the	chariot	to	stop,	and	both	of	them,	Philip	and	the	eunuch,	went	
down	into	the	water,	and	Philip	baptized	him.	When	they	came	up	out	of	the	
water,	the	Spirit	of	the	Lord	snatched	Philip	away;	the	eunuch	saw	him	no	
more,	and	went	on	his	way	rejoicing.	

	 	 The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.		

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON  

SERMON HYMN  445 (st. 1,3)  “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” 

 

 
Continued on next page 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
	  Introduction 
	 L:	 We	pray	for	the	church,	the	world,	and	all	those	in	need.		
	 	 A brief silence. 	
	 L:	 The	word	that	came	through	your	servant	Philip	spread	to	places	far	beyond	

his	own	world.	May	your	Spirit’s	power	also	magnify	our	witness	and	extend	it	
well	past	the	limits	of	our	own	reach.	

	 	 God	of	truth,		
	 C:	 Hear	our	prayer.		

	 L:	 Even	when	we	draw	boundaries	of	background,	status,	or	ability,	you	erase	the	
borders	between	people	with	your	radical	message	of	welcome,	safety	and	
belonging	for	all.	Instill	this	passion	for	our	brothers	and	sisters	of	every	
persuasion	within	us	as	well,	so	we	might	be	more	effective,	faithful	
messengers	of	your	gospel.	

	 	 God	of	truth,		
	 C:	 Hear	our	prayer.		
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	 L:	 You	welcomed	the	Ethiopian	officer	in	the	waters	of	baptism,	and	he	was	filled	
with	your	praises.	Transform	our	hearts	at	the	sight	of	your	created	world:	the	
waters,	fields,	forests,	and	deserts,	that	we	might	be	moved	to	protect	them	
fiercely	from	the	ravages	of	overdevelopment,	pollution,	and	irresponsible	
harvesting	of	resources.	

	 	 God	of	truth,		
	 C:	 Hear	our	prayer.		

	 L:	 We	who	seek	to	represent	Christ	cannot	always	see	that	it	is	our	own	hearts	
which	need	to	be	healed.	Open	us	to	see	ourselves	honestly,	and	transform	our	
broken	places	with	your	Spirit’s	mercy.	Attend	to	all	who	need	your	healing,	
especially	(here	we	pray	for	members	and	friends	in	need	of	prayer).	
God	of	truth,		

	 C:	 Hear	our	prayer.		
	  Conclusion  
	 L:	 Incline	your	ear	to	our	prayers	and	fill	us	with	power	to	begin	living	out	our	

faith,	by	the	power	of	your	Son	our	Savior,	Jesus	Christ.			
	C:	 Amen	

SHARING THE PEACE 
	 L:	 The	peace	of	Christ	be	with	you	always.	
	 C:	 And	also	with	you.	

MEAL 
OFFERING “O Blessed Spring” Buckley Farlee 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 L:		 God	of	abundance,	
	C:	 When	we	give	of	ourselves,	

you	prosper	our	hearts.	
Receive	and	bless	these	gifts	
and	use	them	and	us	for	the	ongoing	work	
of	your	merciful	kingdom,		
for	the	sake	of	Jesus	our	Lord.		Amen	

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
	 C:	 	Our	Father	in	heaven,	
	 	 	 	 hallowed	be	your	name,	
	 	 	 	 your	kingdom	come,	
	 	 	 	 your	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	in	heaven.	
	 	 	 Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
	 	 	 Forgive	us	our	sins,	
	 	 	 	 as	we	forgive	those	who	sin	against	us.	
	 	 	 Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial,	
	 	 	 	 and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
	 	 	 For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	and	the	glory	
	 	 	 	 are	yours,	now	and	forever.	Amen	

COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 474 (st. 5)  “Bread of Life from Heaven” 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
	 L:		 By	your	grace	draw	your	children	to	your	table.	
	 	 By	your	mercy	feed	us	on	your	love.	
	 	 By	your	power	send	us	out	to	be	your	servants.		

COMMUNION MEDITATION “Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal” arr. Krentz Organ 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
	 L:	 Wellspring	of	joy,	

through	this	meal	you	have	put	gladness	in	our	hearts.	
Satisfy	the	hunger	still	around	us,	
and	send	us	as	joyful	witnesses,	
that	your	love	may	bring	joy	to	the	hearts	of	all	people,	
through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.		

	 C:	 Amen	

SENDING	

BLESSING 
	 L:	 The	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	you;	

The	Lord’s	face	shine	on	you	and	be	gracious	to	you;		
The	Lord	look	upon	you	with	favor	and	give	you	peace.	

	 C:	 Amen	
 
CLOSING HYMN 807 (st. 1, 3)  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
See music on next page. 

SENDING 
	 L:	 Alleluia!	Christ	is	risen.		
	 C:	 Christ	is	risen	indeed.	Alleluia!	
	 L:	 Go	in	peace.	Share	the	good	news.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God!	

Moment of silence 

POSTLUDE “Toccata on ‘Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing’” Biery 
        

 



 11 
 



 12 

Liturgical selections are reprinted from Narrative Lectionary Program 1 2020-21 Worship Resources, copyright © 2020 Clergy 
Stuff. Used by permission. 

Some liturgical selections are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14379-ELW.  

Scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved. 

“O Blessed Spring” tune copyright © 1996 Robert Buckley Farlee; arrangement copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights 
reserved.  

“We Know That Christ Is Raised” (ELW 449), text copyright © John B. Geyer. All rights reserved. 

“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” (ELW 172), arr. copyright © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

“Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” (ELW 445), text copyright © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The 
Copyright Company. All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Arr. copyright © 1985 Augsburg Fortress. 
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2008 Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved. 
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