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Nokomis Heights is a Reconciling In Christ (RIC) Congregation. We believe the gospel is God’s gift 
to all people, to be shared unconditionally, without regard to cultural or ethnic background; 
race; sexual orientation; gender identity; physical or mental abilities; socio-economic, marital, or 
family status; gender; or age. We welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, their 
partners and their families into full participation in the life and ministry of this congregation. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Pastors  Kristen Capel, Steven Delzer 
Organist  Julie Urban 
Vocalists  Kim Bretheim, Sue Danielson Bretheim, Johan Christopherson, 

Carolyn Deters, Lisa Hannon, Bill Kaemmerer, Lee Mosher, Cindy Nelson, 
Maren Nelson, Tim Wicker, Greg Winter, SarahWinter, Kristin Young 

Instrumentalists  Carl Christopherson, French horn; Peter Eckman, trumpet; 
Laura Morris, trumpet; Laurie Stegner, Violin 

Children’s Message  Pastor Kris 
Camera/Recording  Dana Lonn 

In our prayers this week: Casey Austad, Linda Austad, Jerry Casterton, Marcia Stevens Casterton, 
Rich Gronner, Jennifer Harris, Mary Hurney, Dee Levine, and Erin & Evelyn Sachsenmaier; 
Mission Partners: Trinity and St. Peder’s Lutheran churches, Community Emergency Service (CES), 
and Wapo Bible Camp. 

            

 

Join us each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. for worship 
Find us online on Facebook and YouTube 

www.nokomisheights.org 
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NOKOMIS HEIGHTS LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
EASTER SUNDAY  

APRIL 4, 2021   8:00 AM 
	

GATHERING 
PRELUDE  “An Easter Prelude”  Callahan 

OUR JOURNEY TO THE TOMB: A TIME OF CONFESSION 
	 L:	 Lord	God,	giver	of	life	and	breath,	we	walk	in	spirit	with	those	who	went	to	the	

tomb	early	that	first	Easter	morning.	
	 C:	 And	we	walk	with	mourners	everywhere	who	have	suffered	and	who	still	are	

suffering.	
	 L:	 We	are	hopeless	and	lost.	We	live	in	the	tomb	of	our	sin	and	cannot	break	free.	
	 C:	 The	grave	wins,	for	if	Christ	cannot	conquer	death,	how	can	we?	
	 L:	 So	we	come	to	the	tomb	with	only	one	thing	in	mind:	
	 C:	 to	better	prepare	his	body	for	the	sleep	of	death,	and	to	comfort	ourselves	in	

our	disillusionment	and	fear.	

HYMN 347 (st. 4)   “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 
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EASTER GOSPEL  Luke 24:1-12 
	 L:	 But	on	the	first	day	of	the	week,	at	early	dawn,	they	came	to	the	tomb,	taking	the	

spices	that	they	had	prepared.	They	found	the	stone	rolled	away	from	the	tomb,	
but	when	they	went	in,	they	did	not	find	the	body.	While	they	were	perplexed	
about	this,	suddenly	two	men	in	dazzling	clothes	stood	beside	them.	The	women	
were	terrified	and	bowed	their	faces	to	the	ground,	but	the	men	said	to	them,	“Why	
do	you	look	for	the	living	among	the	dead?	He	is	not	here,	but	has	risen.	Remember	
how	he	told	you,	while	he	was	still	in	Galilee,	that	the	Son	of	Man	must	be	handed	
over	to	sinners,	and	be	crucified,	and	on	the	third	day	rise	again.”	

	 	 Then	they	remembered	his	words,	and	returning	from	the	tomb,	they	told	all	this	
to	the	eleven	and	to	all	the	rest.	Now	it	was	Mary	Magdalene,	Joanna,	Mary	the	
mother	of	James,	and	the	other	women	with	them	who	told	this	to	the	apostles.	But	
these	words	seemed	to	them	an	idle	tale,	and	they	did	not	believe	them.	But	Peter	
got	up	and	ran	to	the	tomb;	stooping	and	looking	in,	he	saw	the	linen	cloths	by	
themselves;	then	he	went	home,	amazed	at	what	had	happened.	

	 	 The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

THE EASTER PROCLAMATION  
	 L:	 People	of	God,	why	are	you	weeping?	
	 	 Why	do	you	seek	the	living	among	the	dead?	
	 	 Jesus	Christ	has	risen	to	forgive	you.	He	has	risen	to	save	you.	

He	has	risen	to	give	you	life.	
	 	 People	of	God,	he	is	not	here.	
	 	 Alleluia!	Christ	is	risen!		
	 C:	 Christ	is	risen	indeed!	Alleluia!	

HYMN 365 (st. 1-2, 4)  “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
See music on next page. 

WELCOME 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

GREETING 
	 L:	 The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	

the	love	of	God,	
and	communion	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
be	with	you	all. 

	C:	 And	also	with	you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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SALUTATION 
		L:	 The	Lord	be	with	you.	 C:	 And	also	with	you.	

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
	 L:		 God	of	Life,	
	C:	 You	astounded	the	women	at	the	tomb	

with	the	surprising	news	of	Jesus’	resurrection.	
May	their	awe	and	joy	be	ours	
as	we	also	go	out	to	spread	the	gospel	of	life	and	salvation,	
in	the	name	of	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen	

ANTHEM  “Now the Green Blade Rises” McCullough 

SERMON 

HYMN 367 (st. 1, 4)  “Now All the Vault of Heavens Resounds” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Introduction 
	 L:	 We	pray	for	the	church,	the	world,	and	all	those	in	need.	
	 	 A brief silence.	
	 L:	 Give	us	the	faith	of	the	women	who	ran	to	share	the	news	of	your	resurrection	

despite	their	shock	and	amazement	at	the	empty	tomb.	As	resurrection	slowly	
unfolds	around	us,	help	us	to	look	for	life,	point	to	life,	and	be	present	to	receive	the	
life	you	so	freely	give.	

	 	 Risen	Lord,	
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.	
	 L:	 As	the	earth	bursts	forth	with	new	life,	we	see,	smell,	and	feel	resurrection	all	

around	us.	May	we	also	be	part	of	the	renewal	of	this	planet	with	new	strategies	
and	technologies	to	clean	and	preserve	it	for	future	generations.	

	 	 Risen	Lord,		
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		
	 L:	 	Even	as	we	proclaim	Alleluia	today,	we	are	aware	of	the	pain	and	suffering	still	

present	on	this	earth.	We	pray	today	for	all	who	experience	injustice	and	
oppression	of	any	kind.	We	pray	for	those	who	have	been	victims	of	hate	crimes	
and	those	who	fear	for	their	lives	because	of	the	color	of	their	skin.	Bring	
resurrection	hope	to	the	racial	divides	in	this	country,	and	help	each	of	us	to	live	in	
ways	that	lead	toward	healing.	

	 	 Risen	Lord,		
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		
	 L:	 Comfort	those	who	feel	no	joy	on	this	day,	due	to	grief,	illness,	or	other	life	

challenges.	May	we	reach	out	to	those	who	need	a	companion	or	a	listening	ear.	
Bless	all	those	who	we	know	need	your	healing,	especially…	(here	we	pray	for	
members	and	friends	in	need	of	prayer).		

	 	 Risen	Lord,		
	 C:		 hear	our	prayer.	
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	 		  Conclusion  
	 L:	 Hear	our	prayers,	O	God,	and	fill	us	up	with	resurrection	hope.	

In	the	name	of	Jesus	who	makes	all	things	new.	
	C:	 Amen	

SHARING THE PEACE 
	 L:	 The	peace	of	Christ	be	with	you	always.	
	 C:	 And	also	with	you.	

OFFERING “Variations on ‘Awake My Heart with Gladness’” Krentz Organ 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 L:		 Loving	God,	
	C:	 We	bring	these	gifts	before	you,	
	 	 asking	your	blessing	and	dedicating	them	
	 	 to	the	work	of	your	kingdom	of	mercy.	
	 	 Send	us	out	into	the	world	to	be	blessings	to	others	
	 	 who	long	to	hear	the	message	of	your	deliverance	

from	death	and	despair.	Amen	

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C:	 	 Our	Father	in	heaven,	
	 	 	 	 hallowed	be	your	name,	
	 	 	 	 your	kingdom	come,	
	 	 	 	 your	will	be	done,	
	 	 	 	 	 on	earth	as	in	heaven.	
	 	 	 Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
	 	 	 Forgive	us	our	sins,	
	 	 	 	 as	we	forgive	those	
	 	 	 	 	 who	sin	against	us.	
	 	 	 Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial,	
	 	 	 	 and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
	 	 	 For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	
	 	 	 	 and	the	glory	are	yours,	
	 	 	 	 now	and	forever.	Amen	
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
	 L:		With	joy	we	come	again	to	your	feast	of	redemption,	

glad	to	receive	your	gifts	of	grace	for	the	strengthening	of	our	spirits.	
Let	us	celebrate	our	Lord’s	resurrection	and	come	to	his	holy	supper!	

COMMUNION MEDITATION  “Variations on Krentz Organ 
    ‘Awake My Heart with Gladness’” 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
	 L:	 Wellspring	of	joy,	

through	this	meal	you	have	put	gladness	in	our	hearts.	
Satisfy	the	hunger	still	around	us,	and	send	us	as	joyful	witnesses,	
that	your	love	may	bring	joy	to	the	hearts	of	all	people,	
through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.		

	 C:	 Amen	

SENDING 

BLESSING 
	 L:	 The	Lord	bless	you	and	keep	you;	

The	Lord’s	face	shine	on	you	and	be	gracious	to	you;		
The	Lord	look	upon	you	with	favor	and	give	you	peace.	

	 C:	 Amen	

CLOSING HYMN 376 (st. 1, 3)  “Thine Is the Glory” 
See music on next page. 

SENDING 
	 L:	 Alleluia!	Christ	is	risen.		
	 C:	 Christ	is	risen	indeed.	Alleluia!	
	 L:	 Go	in	peace.	Share	the	good	news.	Alleluia!	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	Alleluia!	

Moment of silence 

POSTLUDE “Rigaudon” Campra 
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Liturgical selections are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14379-ELW. 

The Prayer of the Day, Offering Prayer, and Prayers of the Church (adapted) are courtesy of Narrative Lectionary Program 1 
2020-21 Worship Resources, copyright © 2020 Clergy Stuff. Used by permission. 

Scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 by the 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved. 

“An Easter Prelude” by Charles Callahan, copyright © 1990 MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved. 

“Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” (ELW 367), text copyright © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. 

“Now the Green Blade Rises” by David McCullough, copyright © 2019, Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of 
MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved. 

“Variations on ‘Awake My Heart with Gladness’” by Anne Krentz Organ, copyright © 2014, Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), 
a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved. 

“Rigaudon” by Andre Campra, copyright © 1996 by International Music Company. All rights reserved. 

Reprinting and recording/streaming of music used by permission under OneLicense.net A-725653 and CCLI Licenses 
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