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Nokomis Heights is a Reconciling In Christ (RIC) Congregation. We believe the gospel is God’s gift 
to all people, to be shared unconditionally, without regard to cultural or ethnic background; 
race; sexual orientation; gender identity; physical or mental abilities; socio-economic, marital, or 
family status; gender; or age. We welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, their 
partners and their families into full participation in the life and ministry of this congregation. 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Pastors  Kristen Capel, Steven Delzer 
Organist  Julie Urban 
Vocalists  Kim and Sue Danielson Bretheim, Johan Christopherson, Annika 

Coyle, Carolyn Deters, Maren Nelson, Julie Urban, Tim Wicker, 
  Sarah Winter, Kristin Young 
Lector  Marti Priest 
Video Recording/Editing Dana Lonn 

In our prayers this week: Barbara Anderson, Casey Austad, Linda Austad, Rich Gronner, Jennifer 
Harris, and Dee Levine, the family of Ruth & Larry Murphy; Mission Partners: Trinity and St. 
Peder’s Lutheran churches, CES (Community Emergency Service), and Wapo Bible Camp 

            

Join us each Sunday at 10 a.m. for worship 
Find us online on Facebook and YouTube 

www.nokomisheights.org 
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At	the	heart	of	the	Good	Friday	worship	is	the	Passion	according	the	Gospel	of	John.	
Our	traditional	Tenebrae	(Latin	for	“shadow”)	worship	of	music	and	readings	and	

extinguishing	of	candles	moves	us	into	increasing	darkness.	
As	Jesus’	body	is	sealed	in	the	tomb,	worship	ends.	

We	are	left	to	ponder	the	depth	of	God’s	love	for	us	as	seen	in	Jesus	on	the	cross.	

WORSHIP	LEADERS	
Pastor	 	 Marla	Rotman	
Organist	 	 Julie	Urban	
Vocalist	 	 Johan	Christopherson	
Instrumentalists	 	 Catherine	Bretheim,	piano;	Kim	Bretheim,	cello;	
	 	 Laura	Bretheim,	violin;	Emma	Lofthus,	viola	
	 	 Maren	Nelson,	clarinet;	Laurie	Stegner,	violin	
	
Nokomis	Heights	is	a	Reconciling	In	Christ	(RIC)	Congregation.	We	believe	the	gospel	is	God’s	gift	
to	all	people,	to	be	shared	unconditionally,	without	regard	to	cultural	or	ethnic	background;	
race;	sexual	orientation;	gender	identity;	physical	or	mental	abilities;	socio-economic,	marital,	or	
family	status;	gender;	or	age.	We	welcome	lesbian,	gay,	bisexual,	and	transgender	people,	their	
partners	and	their	families	into	full	participation	in	the	life	and	ministry	of	this	congregation.	

	 	 	 	

Join	us	for	Easter	Sunday	Worship!	
April	12,	10	a.m.	

Find	us	online	on	Facebook	and	YouTube.
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Liturgical	selections	are	reprinted	from	Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Augsburg	Fortress.	
All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission	of	Augsburg	Fortress	license	#14379-ELW.	

“All	Glory,	Laud,	and	Honor,”	setting	by	Paul	Manz	is	copyright	©	1990	MorningStar	Music	Publishers,	Inc.	
All	Rights	Reserved.	

“Voluntary	on	Valet	will	ich	dir	geben”	(All	Glory,	Laud	and	Honor),	arrangement	by	Mark	Albrecht,	is	from	
Festive	Processionals	for	Organ	and	Trumpet,	copyright	©	1998	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	
Used	by	permission.	

“Ah,	Holy	Jesus,”	arrangement	by	Chad	Baker,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	for	
Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	permission.	

“Upon	Thy	Table,	Lord,”	arrangement	by	Dale	Wood,	is	copyright	©	1974	Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	
permission.	

“There	in	God’s	Garden,”	music	by	K.	Lee	Scott,	is	copyright	©	1987	Birnamwood	Publications,	a	div.	of	
MorningStar	Music	publishers,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	

“Were	You	There,”	arrangement	by	Wayne	L.	Wold,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	
for	Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“My	Song	Is	Love	Unknown,”	tune	by	John	Ireland,	1870-1962;	arrangement	by	Wayne	L.	Wold;	copyright	
©	John	Ireland,	admin.,	The	John	Ireland	Trust,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	for	
Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“Create	in	Me	a	Clean	Heart”	(Hymn	188)	and	“All	Glory,	Laud,	and	Honor”	(Hymn	344)	are	from	
Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	in	America.	Published	by	
Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	permission.	

“Love	Unknown,”	arrangement	by	Karl	Osterland,	is	from	Augsburg	Organ	Library:	Lent,	copyright	©	200	
Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“Following	the	Path	of	Jesus—Events	from	the	Passion	according	to	Matthew”	is	copyright	©	2020	Cynthia	
Nelson.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission. 
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NOKOMIS HEIGHTS LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA) 
SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

JANUARY 3, 2021  10:00 A.M. 
	

GATHERING 

PRELUDE “’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” Ferguson 

WELCOME  

DIALOGUE 
 L:	 Jesus,	the	bright	Morning	Star,	shines	light	in	the	world.	
	 C:	 By	day	and	night	he	shines	for	all	to	see.	
	 L:	 Jesus	was	born	in	the	midst	of	injustice	and	poverty 
	C:	 that	the	world	may	see	the	justice	and	richness	of	God. 
	 L:	 God	so	loved	the	world	that	God	sent	Jesus, 
	 C:	 so	that	all	who	believe	in	him	may	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life. 
	 L:	 Jesus	is	the	light	of	the	world. 
	 C:	 Jesus	is	the	light	of	our	lives. 
	 L:	 Sing	to	God	a	new	song! 
	 C:	 A	song	of	hope,	joy,	and	peace	around	the	world. 

HYMN 283 (st. 1, 3-4)   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
See music on page 11 

GREETING 
 L:	 Peace	be	to	this	house	and	to	all	who	enter	here.	

By	wisdom	a	house	is	built,	and	through	understanding	it	is	established;	
through	knowledge	its	rooms	are	filled	with	rare	and	beautiful	treasures. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 L:	 We	pray	together:	
	C:	 Loving	God,	

you	care	for	us	as	a	parent	cares	for	their	children.	
May	we	also	live	your	compassion	and	tend	to	those	
who	rely	upon	us	for	care,	for	the	sake	of	Jesus	our	Lord.	Amen	
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LESSONS AND CAROLS 

FIRST READING   Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 
	 L:	 In	the	beginning	when	God	created	the	heavens	and	the	earth,	the	earth	was	a	

formless	void	and	darkness	covered	the	face	of	the	deep,	while	a	wind	from	God	
swept	over	the	face	of	the	waters.	Then	God	said,	“Let	there	be	light”;	and	there	
was	light.	And	God	saw	that	the	light	was	good;	and	God	separated	the	light	from	
the	darkness.	God	called	the	light	Day,	and	the	darkness	he	called	Night.	And	there	
was	evening	and	there	was	morning,	the	first	day.		

	 	 And	God	said,	“Let	there	be	lights	in	the	dome	of	the	sky	to	separate	the	day	from	
the	night;	and	let	them	be	for	signs	and	for	seasons	and	for	days	and	years,	and	let	
them	be	lights	in	the	dome	of	the	sky	to	give	light	upon	the	earth.”	And	it	was	so.	
God	made	the	two	great	lights	–	the	greater	light	to	rule	the	day	and	the	lesser	
light	to	rule	the	night	–	and	the	stars.	God	set	them	in	the	dome	of	the	sky	to	give	
light	upon	the	earth,	to	rule	over	the	day	and	over	the	night,	and	to	separate	the	
light	from	the	darkness.	And	God	saw	that	it	was	good.		

HYMN 282 (st. 1, 3-4) “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 
See music on page 12 

SECOND READING    Micah 5:2-5 
 L:	 But	you,	O	Bethlehem	of	Ephrathah,	who	are	one	of	the	little	clans	of	Judah,	from	

you	shall	come	forth	for	me	one	who	is	to	rule	in	Israel,	whose	origin	is	from	of	
old,	from	ancient	days.	Therefore	he	shall	give	them	up	until	the	time	when	she	
who	is	in	labor	has	brought	forth;	then	the	rest	of	his	kindred	shall	return	to	the	
people	of	Israel.	And	he	shall	stand	and	feed	his	flock	in	the	strength	of	the	LORD,	
in	the	majesty	of	the	name	of	the	LORD	his	God.	And	they	shall	live	secure,	for	now	
he	shall	be	great	to	the	ends	of	the	earth;	and	he	shall	be	the	one	of	peace.	

HYMN 269 (st. 1-2) “Once in Royal David’s City” 
See music on page 13 

THIRD READING   Matthew 1:18-25 
 L:	 Now	the	birth	of	Jesus	the	Messiah	took	place	in	this	way.	When	his	mother	Mary	

had	been	engaged	to	Joseph,	but	before	they	lived	together,	she	was	found	to	be	
with	child	from	the	Holy	Spirit.	Her	husband	Joseph,	being	a	righteous	man	and	
unwilling	to	expose	her	to	public	disgrace,	planned	to	dismiss	her	quietly.	But	just	
when	he	had	resolved	to	do	this,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	to	him	in	a	dream	
and	said,	“Joseph,	son	of	David,	do	not	be	afraid	to	take	Mary	as	your	wife,	for	the	
child	conceived	in	her	is	from	the	Holy	Spirit.	She	will	bear	a	son,	and	you	are	to	
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name	him	Jesus,	for	he	will	save	his	people	from	their	sins.”	All	this	took	place	to	
fulfill	what	had	been	spoken	by	the	Lord	through	the	prophet:	“Look,	the	virgin	
shall	conceive	and	bear	a	son,	and	they	shall	name	him	Emmanuel,”	which	means,	
“God	is	with	us.”	When	Joseph	awoke	from	sleep,	he	did	as	the	angel	of	the	Lord	
commanded	him;	he	took	her	as	his	wife,	but	had	no	marital	relations	with	her	
until	she	had	borne	a	son;	and	he	named	him	Jesus. 

HYMN 266 (st. 1-2, 4) “All Earth Is Hopeful” 
See music on page 14 

FOURTH READING    Matthew 2:1-12 
 L:	 In	the	time	of	King	Herod,	after	Jesus	was	born	in	Bethlehem	of	Judea,	wise	men	

from	the	East	came	to	Jerusalem,	asking,	“Where	is	the	child	who	has	been	born	
king	of	the	Jews?	For	we	observed	his	star	at	its	rising,	and	have	come	to	pay	him	
homage.”	When	King	Herod	heard	this,	he	was	frightened,	and	all	Jerusalem	with	
him;	and	calling	together	all	the	chief	priests	and	scribes	of	the	people,	he	
inquired	of	them	where	the	Messiah	was	to	be	born.	They	told	him,	“In	Bethlehem	
of	Judea;	for	so	it	has	been	written	by	the	prophet:	‘And	you,	Bethlehem,	in	the	
land	of	Judah,	are	by	no	means	least	among	the	rulers	of	Judah;	for	from	you	shall	
come	a	ruler	who	is	to	shepherd	my	people	Israel.’”	

	 	 Then	Herod	secretly	called	for	the	wise	men	and	learned	from	them	the	exact	
time	when	the	star	had	appeared.	Then	he	sent	them	to	Bethlehem,	saying,	“Go	
and	search	diligently	for	the	child;	and	when	you	have	found	him,	bring	me	word	
so	that	I	may	also	go	and	pay	him	homage.”	

	 	 When	they	had	heard	the	king,	they	set	out;	and	there,	ahead	of	them,	went	the	
star	that	they	had	seen	at	its	rising,	until	it	stopped	over	the	place	where	the	child	
was.	When	they	saw	that	the	star	had	stopped,	they	were	overwhelmed	with	joy.	
On	entering	the	house,	they	saw	the	child	with	Mary	his	mother;	and	they	knelt	
down	and	paid	him	homage.	Then,	opening	their	treasure	chests,	they	offered	him	
gifts	of	gold,	frankincense,	and	myrrh.	And	having	been	warned	in	a	dream	not	to	
return	to	Herod,	they	left	for	their	own	country	by	another	road.	

HYMN 300 (st. 3-5)  “The First Noel” 
See music on page 15 

FIFTH READING    Matthew 2:13-18 
 L:	 Now	after	they	had	left,	an	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	to	Joseph	in	a	dream	and	

said,	“Get	up,	take	the	child	and	his	mother,	and	flee	to	Egypt,	and	remain	there	
until	I	tell	you;	for	Herod	is	about	to	search	for	the	child,	to	destroy	him.”	Then	
Joseph	got	up,	took	the	child	and	his	mother	by	night,	and	went	to	Egypt,	and	
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remained	there	until	the	death	of	Herod.	This	was	to	fulfill	what	had	been	spoken	
by	the	Lord	through	the	prophet,	“Out	of	Egypt	I	have	called	my	son.”	

	 When	Herod	saw	that	he	had	been	tricked	by	the	wise	men,	he	was	infuriated,	and	
he	sent	and	killed	all	the	children	in	and	around	Bethlehem	who	were	two	years	
old	or	under,	according	to	the	time	that	he	had	learned	from	the	wise	men.	Then	
was	fulfilled	what	had	been	spoken	through	the	prophet	Jeremiah:	“A	voice	was	
heard	in	Ramah,	wailing	and	loud	lamentation,	Rachel	weeping	for	her	children;	
she	refused	to	be	consoled,	because	they	are	no	more.”	

SPECIAL MUSIC “Light of the World” Daigle/Duncan/Mabury 

SIXTH READING  John 1:1-14 
 L:	 In	the	beginning	was	the	Word,	and	the	Word	was	with	God,	and	the	Word	was	

God.	He	was	in	the	beginning	with	God.	All	things	came	into	being	through	him,	
and	without	him	not	one	thing	came	into	being.	What	has	come	into	being	in	
him	was	life,	and	the	life	was	the	light	of	all	people.	The	light	shines	in	the	
darkness,	and	the	darkness	did	not	overcome	it.	

	 	 There	was	a	man	sent	from	God,	whose	name	was	John.	He	came	as	a	witness	
to	testify	to	the	light,	so	that	all	might	believe	through	him.	He	himself	was	not	
the	light,	but	he	came	to	testify	to	the	light.	The	true	light,	which	enlightens	
everyone,	was	coming	into	the	world.	

	 	 He	was	in	the	world,	and	the	world	came	into	being	through	him;	yet	the	world	
did	not	know	him.	He	came	to	what	was	his	own,	and	his	own	people	did	not	
accept	him.	But	to	all	who	received	him,	who	believed	in	his	name,	he	gave	
power	to	become	children	of	God,	who	were	born,	not	of	blood	or	of	the	will	of	
the	flesh	or	of	the	will	of	man,	but	of	God.	

	 	 And	the	Word	became	flesh	and	lived	among	us,	and	we	have	seen	his	glory,	
the	glory	as	of	a	father’s	only	son,	full	of	grace	and	truth.	

VIDEO MEDITATION “A Light for Everyone” Young/Thomas 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
	  Introduction 
	 L:	 We	pray	for	the	church,	the	world,	and	all	those	in	need.		
	 	 A brief silence 
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HYMN 286 (st. 1-2) “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord” 

 
	 L:	 Even	as	a	child	Jesus	was	a	pure	channel	for	the	Spirit	of	truth.	Teach	us	to	recognize	

the	wisdom	of	children	and	their	innocent	connection	with	their	creator	and	their	
world.	

	 	 Nurturing	God,		
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		
	 L:	 At	the	beginning	of	this	new	year,	renew	our	spirits	and	cleanse	us	of	all	we	wish	to	

leave	behind.	Keep	us	looking	and	moving	forward	in	faith.	
	 	 Nurturing	God,		
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		
	 L:	 You	love	all	creation	as	your	own	offspring:	the	works	of	your	hands	given	life	by	the	

breath	of	your	spirit.	May	we	likewise	come	to	love	this	created	world.			
	 	 Nurturing	God,		
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		
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	 L:	 Comfort	all	parents	who	have	lost	children,	through	abduction,	estrangement	or	
death,	and	assure	them	that	you	have	never	abandoned	them	or	their	loved	ones.	
Tend	to	the	sick	in	body,	mind	and	spirit,	especially	those	whom	we	name	before	
you	now.	

	 	 Nurturing	God,		
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		
	 L:	 You	hold	in	your	arms	all	who	have	passed	into	the	next	life	and	sought	your	eternal	

reward.	Bless	them	and	all	whom	they	have	left	behind	on	earth,	that	we	might	be	
assured	of	our	eventual	reunion	with	you	in	your	heavenly	home.	 	

	 	 Nurturing	God,		
	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.	
	 	 Conclusion 
	 L:	 Our	eyes	await	the	fulfillment	of	your	promises,	the	answer	to	our	prayers:	

your	Son,	our	Lord,	Jesus	the	Christ.	
	C:	 Amen	

HYMN 286 (st. 3)  “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord” 
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SHARING THE PEACE 
	 L:	 The	peace	of	Christ	be	with	you	always.	
	 C:	 	And	also	with	you.	

MEAL 
OFFERING “Once in Royal David’s City” Hobby 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 L:	 Gracious	God,	
	 C:	 you	came	to	us	as	one	unknown,	

bringing	joy	and	salvation	to	the	earth.	
Nourish	us	at	your	banquet	table,	
that	with	all	who	welcome	your	birth	
we	may	proclaim	your	peace,	
revealed	in	Jesus	Christ,	our	Savior.	
Amen	

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 
	 C:	 Our	Father	in	heaven,	
	 	 	 	 hallowed	be	your	name,	
	 	 	 	 your	kingdom	come,	
	 	 	 	 your	will	be	done,	
	 	 	 	 	 on	earth	as	in	heaven.	
	 	 	 Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
	 	 	 Forgive	us	our	sins,	
	 	 	 	 as	we	forgive	those	
	 	 	 	 	 who	sin	against	us.	
	 	 	 Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial,	
	 	 	 	 and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
	 	 	 For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	
	 	 	 	 and	the	glory	are	yours,	
	 	 	 	 now	and	forever.	Amen 

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND WINE 

COMMUNION MEDITATION   “Prelude on Away in a Manger” Callahan 



 10 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
	 L:	 Emmanuel,	God	with	us,	

you	grace	us	with	life	and	breath	and	give	us	bread	for	the	journey.	
Send	us	out	in	service	to	this	world	that	you	love,	
telling	the	amazing	news	of	your	coming	to	be	Savior	and	Lord	of	all.	

	 C:	 Amen	

SENDING 

SEVENTH READING  Luke 2:25-32 
 L:	 Now	there	was	a	man	in	Jerusalem	whose	name	was	Simeon;	this	man	was	

righteous	and	devout,	looking	forward	to	the	consolation	of	Israel,	and	the	Holy	
Spirit	rested	on	him.	It	had	been	revealed	to	him	by	the	Holy	Spirit	that	he	
would	not	see	death	before	he	had	seen	the	Lord’s	Messiah.	Guided	by	the	
Spirit,	Simeon	came	into	the	temple;	and	when	the	parents	brought	in	the	child	
Jesus,	to	do	for	him	what	was	customary	under	the	law,	Simeon	took	him	in	his	
arms	and	praised	God,	saying,	“Master,	now	you	are	dismissing	your	servant	in	
peace,	according	to	your	word;	for	my	eyes	have	seen	your	salvation,	which	
you	have	prepared	in	the	presence	of	all	peoples,	a	light	for	revelation	to	the	
Gentiles	and	for	glory	to	your	people	Israel.”	

	C:	 Amen	

HYMN 292 (st. 1, 3)  “Love Has Come” 
See music on page 16 

SENDING 
	 L:	 Glory	to	God	in	the	highest!	
	 C:	 Peace	to	God’s	people	on	earth!	
	 L:	 Go	in	peace.	Share	the	gift	of	Jesus	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

POSTLUDE “Go Tell It on the Mountain” Ferguson 
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266      All Earth Is Hopeful 
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Liturgical selections are reprinted from Narrative Lectionary Program 1, 2020-21 Worship 
Resources, copyright © 2020 Clergy Stuff. Used by permission. 
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“Go Tell It on the Mountain” arr. by John Ferguson is from Hymn Harmonizations for Organ, 
copyright © 1986 by Ludwig Music Publishing Co. All rights reserved. 

Reprinting and recording/streaming of music used by permission under OneLicense.net 
A-725653 and CCLI Licenses 20685042/20685035. 
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