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Nokomis	Heights	is	a	Reconciling	In	Christ	(RIC)	Congregation.	We	believe	the	gospel	is	God’s	gift	
to	all	people,	to	be	shared	unconditionally,	without	regard	to	cultural	or	ethnic	background;	
race;	sexual	orientation;	gender	identity;	physical	or	mental	abilities;	socio-economic,	marital,	or	
family	status;	gender;	or	age.	We	welcome	lesbian,	gay,	bisexual,	and	transgender	people,	their	
partners	and	their	families	into	full	participation	in	the	life	and	ministry	of	this	congregation.	

WORSHIP	LEADERS	
Pastor	 	 Marla	Rotman	
Children’s	Message	 	 The	Brown	Family	
Organist	 	 Julie	Urban	
Instrumentalist	 	 Laurie	Stegner	
Vocalists	 	 Johan	Christopherson,	Sarah	Winter	
Lector	 	 Lee	Mosher	
	 	

In	our	prayers	this	week:	Linda	Austad,	Casey	Austad,	Rich	Gronner;	Mission	Partners:	Trinity	
and	St.	Peder’s	Lutheran	churches,	CES	(Community	Emergency	Service),	and	Wapo	Bible	Camp	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	

Join	us	each	Sunday	at	10	a.m.	for	worship	
Find	us	online	on	Facebook	and	YouTube	

www.nokomisheights.org	
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At	the	heart	of	the	Good	Friday	worship	is	the	Passion	according	the	Gospel	of	John.	
Our	traditional	Tenebrae	(Latin	for	“shadow”)	worship	of	music	and	readings	and	

extinguishing	of	candles	moves	us	into	increasing	darkness.	
As	Jesus’	body	is	sealed	in	the	tomb,	worship	ends.	

We	are	left	to	ponder	the	depth	of	God’s	love	for	us	as	seen	in	Jesus	on	the	cross.	

WORSHIP	LEADERS	
Pastor	 	 Marla	Rotman	
Organist	 	 Julie	Urban	
Vocalist	 	 Johan	Christopherson	
Instrumentalists	 	 Catherine	Bretheim,	piano;	Kim	Bretheim,	cello;	
	 	 Laura	Bretheim,	violin;	Emma	Lofthus,	viola	
	 	 Maren	Nelson,	clarinet;	Laurie	Stegner,	violin	
	
Nokomis	Heights	is	a	Reconciling	In	Christ	(RIC)	Congregation.	We	believe	the	gospel	is	God’s	gift	
to	all	people,	to	be	shared	unconditionally,	without	regard	to	cultural	or	ethnic	background;	
race;	sexual	orientation;	gender	identity;	physical	or	mental	abilities;	socio-economic,	marital,	or	
family	status;	gender;	or	age.	We	welcome	lesbian,	gay,	bisexual,	and	transgender	people,	their	
partners	and	their	families	into	full	participation	in	the	life	and	ministry	of	this	congregation.	

	 	 	 	

Join	us	for	Easter	Sunday	Worship!	
April	12,	10	a.m.	

Find	us	online	on	Facebook	and	YouTube.
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Liturgical	selections	are	reprinted	from	Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Augsburg	Fortress.	
All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission	of	Augsburg	Fortress	license	#14379-ELW.	

“All	Glory,	Laud,	and	Honor,”	setting	by	Paul	Manz	is	copyright	©	1990	MorningStar	Music	Publishers,	Inc.	
All	Rights	Reserved.	

“Voluntary	on	Valet	will	ich	dir	geben”	(All	Glory,	Laud	and	Honor),	arrangement	by	Mark	Albrecht,	is	from	
Festive	Processionals	for	Organ	and	Trumpet,	copyright	©	1998	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	
Used	by	permission.	

“Ah,	Holy	Jesus,”	arrangement	by	Chad	Baker,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	for	
Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	permission.	

“Upon	Thy	Table,	Lord,”	arrangement	by	Dale	Wood,	is	copyright	©	1974	Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	
permission.	

“There	in	God’s	Garden,”	music	by	K.	Lee	Scott,	is	copyright	©	1987	Birnamwood	Publications,	a	div.	of	
MorningStar	Music	publishers,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	

“Were	You	There,”	arrangement	by	Wayne	L.	Wold,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	
for	Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“My	Song	Is	Love	Unknown,”	tune	by	John	Ireland,	1870-1962;	arrangement	by	Wayne	L.	Wold;	copyright	
©	John	Ireland,	admin.,	The	John	Ireland	Trust,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	for	
Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“Create	in	Me	a	Clean	Heart”	(Hymn	188)	and	“All	Glory,	Laud,	and	Honor”	(Hymn	344)	are	from	
Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	in	America.	Published	by	
Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	permission.	

“Love	Unknown,”	arrangement	by	Karl	Osterland,	is	from	Augsburg	Organ	Library:	Lent,	copyright	©	200	
Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“Following	the	Path	of	Jesus—Events	from	the	Passion	according	to	Matthew”	is	copyright	©	2020	Cynthia	
Nelson.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission. 
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NOKOMIS	HEIGHTS	LUTHERAN	CHURCH	(ELCA)	
TIME	AFTER	PENTECOST	

JULY	12,	2020	 	 	 10:00	A.M.	
	

GATHERING 

PRELUDE	 	 “Shaker	Hymn”	 	 Cherwien 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION	AND	FORGIVENESS 
	 L:	 Blessed	be	the	holy	Trinity,	one	God,	whose	steadfast	love	is	everlasting,	

whose	faithfulness	endures	from	generation	to	generation.	
	 C:	 Amen	
	 L:	 Trusting	in	the	mercy	of	God,	let	us	confess	our	sin.	
	 	 Silence	is	kept	for	reflection.	

	 L:	 Reconciling	God,	
	 C:	 we	confess	that	we	do	not	trust	your	abundance,	

and	we	deny	your	presence	in	our	lives.	
We	place	our	hope	in	ourselves	and	rely	on	our	own	efforts.	
We	fail	to	believe	that	you	provide	enough	for	all.	
We	abuse	your	good	creation	for	our	own	benefit.	
We	fear	difference	and	do	not	welcome	others	
as	you	have	welcomed	us.	
We	sin	in	thought,	word,	and	deed.	
By	your	grace,	forgive	us;	
through	your	love,	renew	us;	
and	in	your	Spirit,	lead	us;	

	 	 so	that	we	may	live	and	serve	you	in	newness	of	life.	
Amen	

	 L:	 Beloved	of	God,	
by	the	radical	abundance	of	divine	mercy	
we	have	peace	with	God	through	Christ	Jesus,	
through	whom	we	have	obtained	grace	upon	grace.	
Our	sins	are	forgiven.	
Let	us	live	now	in	hope.	
For	hope	does	not	disappoint,	
because	God’s	love	has	been	poured	into	our	hearts	
through	the	Holy	Spirit.	

	 C:	 Amen	
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HYMN	708	 	 	 “Jesu,	Jesu,	Fill	Us	with	Your	Love”	

	

GREETING 
	 L:	 The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	

the	love	of	God,	
and	the	communion	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
be	with	you	all.	

	 C:	 And	also	with	you. 

PRAYER	OF	THE	DAY	
	 L:	 We	pray	together:	
	C:	 Almighty	God,	we	thank	you	for	planting	in	us	the	seed	of	your	word.	By	

your	Holy	Spirit	help	us	to	receive	it	with	joy,	live	according	to	it,	and	
grow	in	faith	and	hope	and	love,	through	Jesus	Christ,	our	Savior	and	
Lord.	Amen	
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WORD	

THE	READING	 	 	 	 Isaiah	55:10-13 
	 L:	 Introduction:	God’s	word	to	Israel’s	exiles	is	as	sure	and	effective	as	never-failing	

precipitation.	Their	return	to	the	Holy	Land	in	a	new	exodus	is	cheered	on	by	
singing	mountains	and	by	trees	that	clap	their	hands.	 

	 	 For	as	the	rain	and	the	snow	come	down	from	heaven,	and	do	not	return	there	
until	they	have	watered	the	earth,	making	it	bring	forth	and	sprout,	giving	seed	
to	the	sower	and	bread	to	the	eater,	so	shall	my	word	be	that	goes	out	from	my	
mouth;	it	shall	not	return	to	me	empty,	but	it	shall	accomplish	that	which	I	
purpose,	and	succeed	in	the	thing	for	which	I	sent	it.	For	you	shall	go	out	in	joy,	
and	be	led	back	in	peace;	the	mountains	and	the	hills	before	you	shall	burst	
into	song,	and	all	the	trees	of	the	field	shall	clap	their	hands.	Instead	of	the	
thorn	shall	come	up	the	cypress;	instead	of	the	brier	shall	come	up	the	myrtle;	
and	it	shall	be	to	the	LORD	for	a	memorial,	for	an	everlasting	sign	that	shall	not	
be	cut	off. 

	 	 The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

GOSPEL	ACCLAMATION 

	

ANNOUNCEMENT	OF	THE	GOSPEL	
	 L:	 The	Gospel	according	to	Matthew,	the	thirteenth	chapter.		
	C:	 Glory	to	you,	O	Lord.	

GOSPEL	 Matthew	13:1-9,	18-23	
	 L:	 Introduction:	In	Matthew’s	Gospel,	both	Jesus	and	his	disciples	“sow	the	seed”	of	

God’s	word	by	proclaiming	the	good	news	that	“the	kingdom	of	heaven	is	near.”	
Now,	in	a	memorable	parable,	Jesus	explains	why	this	good	news	produces	
different	results	in	those	who	hear. 
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	 	 That	same	day	Jesus	went	out	of	the	house	and	sat	beside	the	sea.	Such	great	
crowds	gathered	around	him	that	he	got	into	a	boat	and	sat	there,	while	the	
whole	crowd	stood	on	the	beach.	And	he	told	them	many	things	in	parables,	
saying:	“Listen!	A	sower	went	out	to	sow.	And	as	he	sowed,	some	seeds	fell	on	
the	path,	and	the	birds	came	and	ate	them	up.	Other	seeds	fell	on	rocky	ground,	
where	they	did	not	have	much	soil,	and	they	sprang	up	quickly,	since	they	had	
no	depth	of	soil.	But	when	the	sun	rose,	they	were	scorched;	and	since	they	had	
no	root,	they	withered	away.	Other	seeds	fell	among	thorns,	and	the	thorns	
grew	up	and	choked	them.	Other	seeds	fell	on	good	soil	and	brought	forth	
grain,	some	a	hundredfold,	some	sixty,	some	thirty.	Let	anyone	with	ears	
listen!”	

	 	 “Hear	then	the	parable	of	the	sower.	When	anyone	hears	the	word	of	the	
kingdom	and	does	not	understand	it,	the	evil	one	comes	and	snatches	away	
what	is	sown	in	the	heart;	this	is	what	was	sown	on	the	path.	As	for	what	was	
sown	on	rocky	ground,	this	is	the	one	who	hears	the	word	and	immediately	
receives	it	with	joy;	yet	such	a	person	has	no	root,	but	endures	only	for	a	while,	
and	when	trouble	or	persecution	arises	on	account	of	the	word,	that	person	
immediately	falls	away.	As	for	what	was	sown	among	thorns,	this	is	the	one	
who	hears	the	word,	but	the	cares	of	the	world	and	the	lure	of	wealth	choke	
the	word,	and	it	yields	nothing.	But	as	for	what	was	sown	on	good	soil,	this	is	
the	one	who	hears	the	word	and	understands	it,	who	indeed	bears	fruit	and	
yields,	in	one	case	a	hundredfold,	in	another	sixty,	and	in	another	thirty.” 

GOSPEL	RESPONSE 
	 L:	 The	Gospel	of	the	Lord.	
	C:	 Praise	to	you,	O	Christ.	

CHILDREN’S	MESSAGE 

SERMON 

HYMN	581	 “You	Are	Mine”	
See	music	on	next	page	
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PRAYERS	OF	THE	CHURCH	
	  Introduction	
	 L:	 Called	into	unity	with	one	another	and	the	whole	creation,	let	us	pray	for	our	

shared	world.	

	 	 A	brief	silence	

	 L:	 Gracious	God,	your	word	has	been	sown	in	many	ways	and	places.	We	know	you	
sow	with	abundance,	allowing	that	everyone,	no	matter	where	the	live,	the	color	
of	their	skin,	the	weight	of	their	pocketbooks,	or	the	ability	of	their	bodies	are	
invited	into	relationship	with	you.	We	pray	that	we	would	be	your	distributors,	
that	we	would	sow	far	and	wide	to	people	of	every	shape	and	size,	without	
judgment.	Let	us	reflect	the	generosity	of	your	heart.	

	 	 Hear	us,	O	God.	
	 C:	 Your	mercy	is	great.	

	 L:	 Reigning	God,	we	pray	for	our	nation’s	leaders.	Increase	their	desire	for	your	
justice	and	equity.	We	also	pray	for	our	opponents,	those	with	whom	we	
disagree.	Bridge	the	chasms	that	divide	us	that	we	may	be	unified	in	you.	And	
guide	authorities	to	a	deep	and	lasting	peace,	rooted	in	your	good	soil.	

	 	 Hear	us,	O	God.	
	 C:	 Your	mercy	is	great.	

	 L:	 Abiding	God,	care	for	all	who	are	in	need.	We	think	especially	of	Linda	and	Casey	
Austad,	and	Rich	Gronner.	For	those	who	are	doubting,	renew	their	faith.	For	those	
who	are	worrying,	provide	release.	For	those	who	are	struggling,	ease	their	
burdens.	For	those	in	fear,	give	hope.	

	 	 Hear	us,	O	God.	
	 C:	 Your	mercy	is	great.	

	 L:	 Renewing	God,	revive	your	church	in	this	place.	Nourish	and	nurture	the	seeds	you	
have	planted,	that	we	might	grow	as	disciples.	Replace	in	us	what	has	been	
depleted.	Sustain	our	ministries	and	deepen	our	relationships	with	the	wider	
community.	And	lead	us	in	this	next	season	to	a	hundred-fold	harvest,	in	your	
name.	

	 	 Hear	us,	O	God.	
	 C:	 Your	mercy	is	great.	
	 	 Conclusion	
	 L:	 Receive	these	prayers,	O	God,	and	those	too	deep	for	words;	through	Jesus	Christ	

our	Lord.		
	 C:	 Amen 
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SHARING	THE	PEACE	
	 L:	 The	peace	of	Christ	be	with	you	always.		
	 C:	 And	also	with	you.	

MEAL	
OFFERING	 “My	Life	Flows	on	in	Endless	Song”	 Krentz	Organ	

OFFERTORY	RESPONSE	686	(st.	1)	 “We	Give	Thee	but	Thine	Own”	

	

	

	

	

OFFERING	PRAYER	
L:	 	 God	of	goodness	and	growth,	all	creation	is	yours,	

and	your	faithfulness	is	as	firm	as	the	heavens.		
	 	 Water	and	word,	wine	and	bread:	

these	are	signs	of	your	abundant	grace.	
	 	 Nourish	us	through	these	gifts,	

that	we	might	proclaim	your	steadfast	love	
in	our	communities	and	in	the	world,	
through	Jesus	Christ,	our	strength	and	our	song.	

	 C:	 Amen	

INVITATION	TO	COMMUNION	
L:	 	 Friends	of	Jesus,	come	to	the	table.	
	 	 Receive	nourishment	for	your	journey.	
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WORDS	OF	INSTITUTION	

LORD’S	PRAYER	
	 C:	 Our	Father	in	heaven,	
	 	 	 	 hallowed	be	your	name,	
	 	 	 	 your	kingdom	come,	
	 	 	 	 your	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	in	heaven.	
	 	 	 Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
	 	 	 Forgive	us	our	sins,	
	 	 	 	 as	we	forgive	those	who	sin	against	us.	
	 	 	 Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial,	
	 	 	 	 and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
	 	 	 For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	and	the	glory	
	 	 	 	 are	yours,	now	and	forever.	Amen	

MUSICAL	INTERLUDE	 “Give	Me	Jesus”	 Cherwien	

PRAYER	AFTER	COMMUNION	
L:	 	 God	of	the	welcome	table,	

in	this	meal	we	have	feasted	on	your	goodness	
and	have	been	united	by	your	presence	among	us.	

	 	 Empower	us	to	go	forth	sustained	by	these	gifts	
so	that	we	may	share	your	neighborly	love	with	all,	
through	Jesus	Christ,	the	giver	of	abundant	life.	

	 C:	 Amen	

SENDING	
BLESSING	
	 L:	 Neither	death,	nor	life,	nor	angels,	nor	rulers,	
	 	 nor	things	present,	nor	things	to	come,	
	 	 nor	powers,	nor	height,	nor	depth,		
	 	 nor	anything	else	in	all	creation,	
	 	 will	be	able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus.	
	 	 God,	the	Creator,	Jesus,	the	Christ,	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Comforter,	
	 	 bless	you	and	keep	you	in	eternal	love.	
	 C:	 Amen	

HYMN	723	 “Canticle	of	the	Turning”	
See	music	on	next	page	
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Continued	on	next	page	
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SENDING	
	 L:	 Go	in	peace	to	love	and	serve	the	Lord.		
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God!	

Moment	of	silence	

POSTLUDE	 	 	 “Sent	Forth	by	God’s	Blessing”	 Turner	

Liturgical	selections	are	reprinted	from	Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Augsburg	Fortress.	
All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission	of	Augsburg	Fortress	license	#14379-ELW.	

Scripture	quotations,	unless	otherwise	noted,	are	from	the	New	Revised	Standard	Version	Bible,	copyright	
©	1989	by	the	Division	of	Christian	Education	of	the	National	Council	of	Churches	of	Christ	in	the	United	
States	of	America.	All	rights	reserved.	

“I	Danced	in	the	Morning	(Shaker	Hymn)”	arr.	by	David	Cherwien	is	from	Eight	for	Eighty-Eight,	copyright	©	
1998,	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	Rights	reserved.	

“Jesu,	Jesu,	Fill	Us	with	Your	Love”	(ELW	708)	by	Tom	Colvin,	text	and	music	copyright	©	Hope	Publishing	
Company.	All	rights	reserved.	

“You	Are	Mine”	(ELW	581)	by	David	Haas,	text	and	music	copyright	©	1988	GIA	Publications.	All	rights	
reserved.	

“My	Life	Flows	on	in	Endless	Song”	by	Anne	Krentz	Organ	is	from	Eight	for	Eighty-Eight,	Volume	III,	
copyright	©	2006	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	

“Give	Me	Jesus”	arr.	by	David	Cherwien	is	from	Eight	for	Eighty-Eight,	Volume	II,	copyright	©	2000	
Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	

“Canticle	of	the	Turning”	(ELW	723)	by	Rory	Cooney,	text	copyright	©	1990	GIA	Publications.	All	rights	
reserved.		

"Let	All	Things	Now	Living/Sent	Forth	by	God's	Blessing"	by	John	Turner	from	Celtic	Jazz:	Hymn	Settings,	
copyright	©	2019	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	

Reprinting	and	recording/streaming	of	music	used	by	permission	under	OneLicense.net	A-725653.	

	


