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Nokomis	Heights	is	a	Reconciling	In	Christ	(RIC)	Congregation.	We	believe	the	gospel	is	God’s	gift	
to	all	people,	to	be	shared	unconditionally,	without	regard	to	cultural	or	ethnic	background;	
race;	sexual	orientation;	gender	identity;	physical	or	mental	abilities;	socio-economic,	marital,	or	
family	status;	gender;	or	age.	We	welcome	lesbian,	gay,	bisexual,	and	transgender	people,	their	
partners	and	their	families	into	full	participation	in	the	life	and	ministry	of	this	congregation.	

WORSHIP	LEADERS	
Pastor	 	 Marla	Rotman	
Children’s	Message	 	 Cindy	Nelson	
Organist	 	 Julie	Urban	
Instrumentalist	 	 Chris	Hurney,	recorder	
Lector	 	 Greg	Winter	
Vocalists	 	 Renae	Saville-Winter,	Greg	Winter,	and	Sarah	Winter	

In	our	prayers	this	week:	Casey	Austad,	Linda	Austad,	Rich	Gronner;	Mission	Partners:	Trinity	
and	St.	Peder’s	Lutheran	churches,	CES	(Community	Emergency	Service),	and	Wapo	Bible	Camp	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	

	

Join	us	each	Sunday	at	10	a.m.	for	worship	
Find	us	online	on	Facebook	and	YouTube	

www.nokomisheights.org	
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At	the	heart	of	the	Good	Friday	worship	is	the	Passion	according	the	Gospel	of	John.	
Our	traditional	Tenebrae	(Latin	for	“shadow”)	worship	of	music	and	readings	and	

extinguishing	of	candles	moves	us	into	increasing	darkness.	
As	Jesus’	body	is	sealed	in	the	tomb,	worship	ends.	

We	are	left	to	ponder	the	depth	of	God’s	love	for	us	as	seen	in	Jesus	on	the	cross.	

WORSHIP	LEADERS	
Pastor	 	 Marla	Rotman	
Organist	 	 Julie	Urban	
Vocalist	 	 Johan	Christopherson	
Instrumentalists	 	 Catherine	Bretheim,	piano;	Kim	Bretheim,	cello;	
	 	 Laura	Bretheim,	violin;	Emma	Lofthus,	viola	
	 	 Maren	Nelson,	clarinet;	Laurie	Stegner,	violin	
	
Nokomis	Heights	is	a	Reconciling	In	Christ	(RIC)	Congregation.	We	believe	the	gospel	is	God’s	gift	
to	all	people,	to	be	shared	unconditionally,	without	regard	to	cultural	or	ethnic	background;	
race;	sexual	orientation;	gender	identity;	physical	or	mental	abilities;	socio-economic,	marital,	or	
family	status;	gender;	or	age.	We	welcome	lesbian,	gay,	bisexual,	and	transgender	people,	their	
partners	and	their	families	into	full	participation	in	the	life	and	ministry	of	this	congregation.	

	 	 	 	

Join	us	for	Easter	Sunday	Worship!	
April	12,	10	a.m.	

Find	us	online	on	Facebook	and	YouTube.
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Liturgical	selections	are	reprinted	from	Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Augsburg	Fortress.	
All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission	of	Augsburg	Fortress	license	#14379-ELW.	

“All	Glory,	Laud,	and	Honor,”	setting	by	Paul	Manz	is	copyright	©	1990	MorningStar	Music	Publishers,	Inc.	
All	Rights	Reserved.	

“Voluntary	on	Valet	will	ich	dir	geben”	(All	Glory,	Laud	and	Honor),	arrangement	by	Mark	Albrecht,	is	from	
Festive	Processionals	for	Organ	and	Trumpet,	copyright	©	1998	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	
Used	by	permission.	

“Ah,	Holy	Jesus,”	arrangement	by	Chad	Baker,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	for	
Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	permission.	

“Upon	Thy	Table,	Lord,”	arrangement	by	Dale	Wood,	is	copyright	©	1974	Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	
permission.	

“There	in	God’s	Garden,”	music	by	K.	Lee	Scott,	is	copyright	©	1987	Birnamwood	Publications,	a	div.	of	
MorningStar	Music	publishers,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	

“Were	You	There,”	arrangement	by	Wayne	L.	Wold,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	
for	Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“My	Song	Is	Love	Unknown,”	tune	by	John	Ireland,	1870-1962;	arrangement	by	Wayne	L.	Wold;	copyright	
©	John	Ireland,	admin.,	The	John	Ireland	Trust,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	for	
Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“Create	in	Me	a	Clean	Heart”	(Hymn	188)	and	“All	Glory,	Laud,	and	Honor”	(Hymn	344)	are	from	
Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	in	America.	Published	by	
Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	permission.	

“Love	Unknown,”	arrangement	by	Karl	Osterland,	is	from	Augsburg	Organ	Library:	Lent,	copyright	©	200	
Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“Following	the	Path	of	Jesus—Events	from	the	Passion	according	to	Matthew”	is	copyright	©	2020	Cynthia	
Nelson.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission. 
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NOKOMIS	HEIGHTS	LUTHERAN	CHURCH	(ELCA)	
TIME	AFTER	PENTECOST	

JUNE	14,	2020	 	 	 10:00	A.M.	
	

GATHERING 

PRELUDE	 	 “Piéce”	 	 Debussy 

WELCOME 

CONFESSION	AND	FORGIVENESS 
	 L:	 Gracious	God,	we	thank	you	for	making	one	human	family	of	all	the	peoples	of	

the	earth	and	for	creating	all	the	wonderful	diversity	of	cultures.	

	 C:	 Enrich	our	lives	by	ever-widening	circles	of	fellowship	and	show	us	your	
presence	in	those	who	differ	most	from	us.	

	 L:	 For	the	racism	that	denies	dignity	to	those	who	are	different,	Lord,	forgive	us:	

	 C:	 Lord,	have	mercy.	
	 L:	 For	the	racism	that	recognizes	prejudice	in	others	and	never	in	ourselves,	

Christ,	forgive	us:	

	 C:	 Christ,	have	mercy.	
	 L:	 For	the	racism	that	will	not	recognize	the	work	of	your	Spirit	in	other	cultures,	

Lord,	forgive	us:	

	 C:	 Lord,	have	mercy.	
	 L:	 Forgive	those	of	us	who	have	been	silent	and	apathetic	in	the	face	of	racial	

intolerance	and	bigotry,	both	overt	and	subtle,	public	and	private.	

	 C:	 And	take	away	the	arrogance	and	hatred	that	infect	our	hearts.	
	 L:	 Break	down	the	walls	that	separate	us.	

	 C:	 And	help	us	to	find	the	unity	that	is	the	fruit	of	righteousness	that	will	enable	
us	to	become	your	beloved	community.	

	 L:	 Empower	us	to	speak	boldly	for	justice	and	truth	and	help	us	to	deal	with	one	

another	without	hatred	or	bitterness,	working	together	with	mutual	forbearance	

and	respect.	

	 C:	 And	work	through	our	struggles	and	confusion	to	accomplish	your	purposes.	
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	 L:	 O	God	of	unconditional	love,	

you	who	show	no	partiality	in	respect	to	people	or	nations,	

we	have	heard	your	good	news	of	great	joy	for	all	the	people.	

We	hear	that	good	news,	and	in	hearing,	believe.	

We	know	that	your	sanctuary	is	a	house	of	worship	for	all	people,	

with	no	regard	for	the	color	of	our	skin.	

As	we	worship	you,	knit	us	into	a	people,	a	seamless	garment	of	many	colors.	

May	we	celebrate	our	unity,	made	whole	in	our	diversity.	

Forgive	us	for	our	inability	to	let	our	“old	selves”	die	to	the	world.	

We	acknowledge	that	we	participate	in	structures	that	are	inherently	racist,	

and	yet	we	do	nothing	to	remedy	it.	

Show	us	when	we	fail,	when	we	judge	others	according	to	the	color	of	their	flesh.	

	 C:	 Amen	

HYMN	793	(st.	1-3)	 	 “Be	Thou	My	Vision”	
See	music	on	next	page	

GREETING 
	 L:	 The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	love	of	God,	

and	the	communion	of	the	Holy	Spirit	be	with	you	all.	

	 C:	 And	also	with	you.	

PRAYER	OF	THE	DAY	
	 L:	 We	pray	together:	

	 	 We	pray	to	you,	almighty	God,	in	this	time	of	conflict.	You	are	our	refuge	and	our	
strength,	a	very	present	help	in	time	of	trouble.	Do	not	let	us	fail	in	the	face	of	

these	events.	Uphold	us	with	your	love,	and	give	us	the	strength	we	need.	Help	

us	in	our	confusion,	and	guide	our	action.	Heal	the	hurt,	console	the	bereaved	

and	afflicted,	protect	the	innocent	and	helpless,	and	deliver	any	who	are	still	in	

peril;	for	the	sake	of	your	great	mercy	in	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.	

	C:	 Amen	
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WORD	

THE	READING	 	 	 	 Romans	5:1-8 
	 L:	 Introduction:	We	are	no	longer	God’s	enemies	but	have	peace	with	God	because	

we	were	brought	into	a	right	relationship	with	God	through	Christ’s	death. 
	 	 Therefore,	since	we	are	justified	by	faith,	we	have	peace	with	God	through	our	

Lord	Jesus	Christ,	through	whom	we	have	obtained	access	to	this	grace	in	which	

we	stand;	and	we	boast	in	our	hope	of	sharing	the	glory	of	God.	And	not	only	that,	

but	we	also	boast	in	our	sufferings,	knowing	that	suffering	produces	endurance,	

and	endurance	produces	character,	and	character	produces	hope,	and	hope	does	

not	disappoint	us,	because	God’s	love	has	been	poured	into	our	hearts	through	the	

Holy	Spirit	that	has	been	given	to	us.	

	 	 For	while	we	were	still	weak,	at	the	right	time	Christ	died	for	the	ungodly.	Indeed,	

rarely	will	anyone	die	for	a	righteous	person—though	perhaps	for	a	good	person	

someone	might	actually	dare	to	die.	But	God	proves	his	love	for	us	in	that	while	we	

still	were	sinners	Christ	died	for	us.	
	 	 The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	

GOSPEL	ACCLAMATION 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT	OF	THE	GOSPEL	
	 L:	 The	Gospel	according	to	Matthew,	the	ninth	chapter.		

	C:	 Glory	to	you,	O	Lord.	
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GOSPEL	 Matthew	9:35—10:8	
	 L:	 Introduction:	The	mission	of	Jesus’	followers	is	to	continue	the	mission	of	Jesus	

himself.	Here,	he	instructs	his	first	disciples	as	to	how	they	might	proclaim	the	
gospel	through	their	words	and	deeds. 

	 	 Then	Jesus	went	about	all	the	cities	and	villages,	teaching	in	their	synagogues,	
and	proclaiming	the	good	news	of	the	kingdom,	and	curing	every	disease	and	

every	sickness.	When	he	saw	the	crowds,	he	had	compassion	for	them,	because	

they	were	harassed	and	helpless,	like	sheep	without	a	shepherd.	Then	he	said	

to	his	disciples,	“The	harvest	is	plentiful,	but	the	laborers	are	few;	therefore	ask	

the	Lord	of	the	harvest	to	send	out	laborers	into	his	harvest.”	

	 	 Then	Jesus	summoned	his	twelve	disciples	and	gave	them	authority	over	

unclean	spirits,	to	cast	them	out,	and	to	cure	every	disease	and	every	sickness.	

These	are	the	names	of	the	twelve	apostles:	first,	Simon,	also	known	as	Peter,	

and	his	brother	Andrew;	James	son	of	Zebedee,	and	his	brother	John;	Philip	

and	Bartholomew;	Thomas	and	Matthew	the	tax	collector;	James	son	of	

Alphaeus,	and	Thaddaeus;	Simon	the	Cananaean,	and	Judas	Iscariot,	the	one	

who	betrayed	him.	

	 	 These	twelve	Jesus	sent	out	with	the	following	instructions:	“Go	nowhere	

among	the	Gentiles,	and	enter	no	town	of	the	Samaritans,	but	go	rather	to	the	

lost	sheep	of	the	house	of	Israel.	As	you	go,	proclaim	the	good	news,	‘The	

kingdom	of	heaven	has	come	near.’	Cure	the	sick,	raise	the	dead,	cleanse	the	

lepers,	cast	out	demons.	You	received	without	payment;	give	without	

payment.”	

GOSPEL	RESPONSE 
	 L:	 The	Gospel	of	the	Lord.	

	C:	 Praise	to	you,	O	Christ.	

CHILDREN’S	MESSAGE 

SERMON 

HYMN	587		 “There’s	a	Wideness	in	God’s	Mercy”	
See	music	on	next	page	
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PRAYERS	OF	THE	CHURCH	
	  Introduction	
	 L:	 Called	into	unity	with	one	another	and	the	whole	creation,	let	us	pray	for	our	

shared	world.		

	 	 A	brief	silence	

	 L:	 Holy	One,	you	bring	us	together	and	call	us	your	own.	Bless	theologians,	

teachers,	and	preachers	who	help	us	grow	in	faith,	especially	during	such	

tumultuous	times.	Guide	your	church,	that	we	might	be	a	holy	people.	

Hear	us,	O	God.	

	 C:	 Your	mercy	is	great.	
	 L:	 Holy	One,	we	have	created	divisions	you	will	not	own.	In	places	of	conflict	

especially	around	our	city	and	country,	raise	up	leaders	who	work	to	develop	

lasting	peace	and	reconciliation.	Encourage	organizations	and	individuals	to	

care	for	all	people,	regardless	of	the	color	of	their	skin.		

Hear	us,	O	God.	

	 C:	 Your	mercy	is	great.	
	 L:	 Holy	One,	you	care	for	those	who	are	harassed	and	helpless.	Protect	and	defend	

those	who	are	abused.	Heal	those	who	are	sick.	Feed	all	who	hunger.	Empower	all	

whose	voices	go	unheard,	and	help	us	respond	to	the	pressing	needs	of	our	

neighbors.	

Hear	us,	O	God.	

	 C:	 Your	mercy	is	great.	
	 	 Conclusion	
	 L:	 Receive	these	prayers,	O	God,	and	those	too	deep	for	words;	through	Jesus	Christ	

our	Lord.		

	 C:	 Amen 

LORD’S	PRAYER	
	 C:	 Our	Father	in	heaven,	
	 	 	 	 hallowed	be	your	name,	
	 	 	 	 your	kingdom	come,	
	 	 	 	 your	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	in	heaven.	
	 	 	 Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
	 	 	 Forgive	us	our	sins,	
	 	 	 	 as	we	forgive	those	who	sin	against	us.	
	 	 	 Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial,	
	 	 	 	 and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
	 	 	 For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	and	the	glory	
	 	 	 	 are	yours,	now	and	forever.	Amen	
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SHARING	THE	PEACE 
	 L:	 The	peace	of	Christ	be	with	you	always.		
	 C:	 And	also	with	you.	

OFFERING	 “Land	of	Rest”	 Krentz	Organ	 	

OFFERTORY	RESPONSE	686	(st.	1)	 “We	Give	Thee	but	Thine	Own”	

	

	

	

	
OFFERING	PRAYER	
 L:		Merciful	God,	
	 	 you	open	wide	your	hand	

	 	 and	satisfy	the	need	of	every	living	thing.	

	 	 Open	our	hands	to	receive	you.		

	 	 Open	our	hearts	to	embrace	you.		

	 	 Open	our	lives	to	live	in	you.		

	 	 We	pray	this	through	Christ	our	Lord.		

	C:	 Amen	
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SENDING	
BLESSING	
	 L:	 Neither	death,	nor	life,	nor	angels,	nor	rulers,	
	 	 nor	things	present,	nor	things	to	come,	

	 	 nor	powers,	nor	height,	nor	depth,		

	 	 nor	anything	else	in	all	creation,	

	 	 will	be	able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	of	God	in	Christ	Jesus.		

	 	 God,	the	Creator,	Jesus,	the	Christ,	

	 	 and	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Comforter,	

	 	 bless	you	and	keep	you	in	eternal	love.	

	 C:	 Amen	

HYMN	798	(st.	1-4)	 “Will	You	Come	and	Follow	Me”	
See	music	on	next	page	

SENDING	
	 L:	 Go	in	peace	to	love	and	serve	the	Lord.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God!	

Moment	of	silence	

POSTLUDE	 	 	 “The	Summons”	 Krentz	Organ	
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Liturgical	selections	are	reprinted	from	Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Augsburg	Fortress.	
All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission	of	Augsburg	Fortress	license	#14379-ELW.	

Confession	and	Forgiveness	adapted	from	the	United	Church	of	Christ’s	"Prayers	for	Racial	Justice	
Sunday"(www.ucc.org/worship/ways)	and	from	the	United	Church	of	Canada	(www.united-
church.ca/bfw/resources.shtm),	copyright	©	2020	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	in	America.	Used	by	
permission.	
Scripture	quotations,	unless	otherwise	noted,	are	from	the	New	Revised	Standard	Version	Bible,	copyright	
©	1989	by	the	Division	of	Christian	Education	of	the	National	Council	of	Churches	of	Christ	in	the	United	
States	of	America.	All	rights	reserved.	

“There’s	a	Wideness	in	God’s	Mercy”	(ELW	587),	music	by	Calvin	Hampton,	copyright	©	1977	GIA	
Publication,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	
“Land	of	Rest”	by	Krentz	Organ	is	from	Eight	for	Eighty-Eight:	Congregational	Song	Accompaniments	for	
Piano	and	Optional	Instrument,	copyright	©	2006	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	
permission.	
“Will	You	Come	and	Follow	Me”	(ELW	798)	text	copyright	©	1987,	Iona	Community,	GIA	Publications,	Inc.,	
agent.	All	rights	reserved.	
“The	Summons”	by	Krentz	Organ	is	from	Come	to	Us,	Creative	Spirit:	Piano	Reflections,	copyright	©	2000	
Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

Reprinting	and	recording/streaming	of	music	used	by	permission	under	OneLicense.net	A-725653.	
	


