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Nokomis Heights is a Reconciling In Christ (RIC) Congregation. We believe the gospel is God’s gift
to all people, to be shared unconditionally, without regard to cultural or ethnic background;
race; sexual orientation; gender identity; physical or mental abilities; socio-economic, marital, or
family status; gender; or age. We welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, their
partners and their families into full participation in the life and ministry of this congregation.
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Nokomis HEIGHTS LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 17, 2020 10:00 A.M.
GATHERING

PRELUDE “Come Christians, Join to Sing” McMichael

WELCOME

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

L: Alleluia! Christis risen.
C: Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

L: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. Let us
give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Silence is kept for reflection.

L: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your image and
planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you promised pools of water for
the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day you
shower us again with the water of life.

We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for
all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the
thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen

HYMN 721 “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil”
See next page for music

GREETING

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



Goodness Is Stronger than Evil

0 , .
" | \ | }
b ! T 1 N 4 s T 1 |
il 1 1 I | | I 1 I\} | | | | .
Good-ness is stron-ger than e - vil; love is stron-ger than hate;
g P a
: - i b :
P e e s e P j E
04 . , I
[ 1T 1 A | L =1 |
hof } 4 = T | | N | | ) | T | 1 | |
il 1 N 1 | | 7 . I N I | |
7 U
light is stron-ger than dark - ness; life is stron-ger than death; vic-t’ry is
b g g g e 3e-
: I ) o o
il i ) | 1 | 1 l U r | { {
Oh,
-t i = —
r’ | Il | 1
’ {f —T 3
ours, vic-t'ry is ours, throughGod wholoves Vic-t'ry is
)4 — ‘:F:E ; : | e —
P 1 — e ? —
T |
vic- t'’ry is ours, vic-t'ry is ours, through God who loves us. Oh,
04 | P—
)7 A . T | 1 1

ours, vic-t’ry is ours, through God who loves us.
>
Y- I 1 ‘:F - —ﬁ!
Vi % 1 | I— | | [ I f

vic-t'ry is ours,

vic-t'ry is ours,

4

through God who loves

us.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

L:
C:

We pray together:

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and
on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and
give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

WORD

THE READING Acts 17:22-31

L:

C:

Introduction: In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to
Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims
that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth
who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from
the dead.

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how
extremely religious you are in every way. For as [ went through the city and
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, [ found among them an altar
with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything
in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by
human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything,
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the
times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would
live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find
him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and
move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we
too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that
the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and
imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has
fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man
whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him
from the dead.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE GOSPEL

L: The Gospel according to John, the fourteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 14:15-21
L: Introduction: In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus

encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be
with them forever.
If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.
“I will not leave you orphaned; [ am coming to you. In a little while the world
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On
that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal
myself to them.”

GOSPEL RESPONSE

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

HYMN 708 (cantor, st. 1-3; congregation, refrain) “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love”
See next page for music



Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love 708
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
neigh-bors are mnear - by and far a - way.
all these are neigh-bors to us and  you.
this is the way we will live with  you.
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt. CHEREPONI
Mausic: Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin 7 7 9 and refrain

Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Introduction
L: Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.

A brief silence

L: Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus
Christ. Embolden your church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone
in our speaking and in our living.

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

L: You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show
mercy to the oppressed, and speak truth to power through your prophets.
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

L: You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. We pray for
those who suffer in any way.
Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

L: Your commandments are good and merciful. Give us courage to take hold of
our baptismal promises to work for justice, advocate for the voiceless, and
free the oppressed and imprisoned in body, mind, or spirit.

Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

Conclusion

L: With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we
pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord.
C: Amen



LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and forever. Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

L: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 361 (st. 3)

“The Day of Resurrection!”
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for Christ the Lord has ris - en, our joy that has no end!



SENDING

BLESSING
L: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life,
fill you with hope,
and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, T Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

C: Amen

HYMN 631 (st. 1-2) “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
See next page for music

POSTLUDE “Jesus Loves Me” McMichael
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631 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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Liturgical selections are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #14379-ELW.

Scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
© 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. All rights reserved.

“Come Christians, Join to Sing,” arrangement by Catherine McMichael, is from Hymns of Grace for 2 Violins
and Piano, copyright © 2004 Latham Music, a Lorenz Company. All rights reserved.

Hymn, “Good Is Stronger than Evil” (ELW 721), text is copyright © 1995 Desmond Tutu, admin. Random
House, Inc. and Lynn C. Franklin Associates, Ltd., music is copyright © 1996 lona Community, admin. GIA
Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Hymn, “Jesus, Jesus, Fill Us with Your Love,” text by Tom Colvin and music adapted by Tom Colvin is
copyright © 1969 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved.

Hymns, “The Day of Resurrection” (ELW 361) and “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (ELW 631) are from
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, copyright © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Published by
Augsburg Fortress, Publishers. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

“Jesus Loves Me,” arrangement by Catherine McMichael, is from Hymns of Grace for 2 Violins and Piano,
copyright © 2004 Latham Music, a Lorenz Company. All rights reserved.

Recording/Streaming of music used by permission under Onelicense.net A-725653.
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