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Nokomis	Heights	is	a	Reconciling	In	Christ	(RIC)	Congregation.	We	believe	the	gospel	is	God’s	gift	
to	all	people,	to	be	shared	unconditionally,	without	regard	to	cultural	or	ethnic	background;	
race;	sexual	orientation;	gender	identity;	physical	or	mental	abilities;	socio-economic,	marital,	or	
family	status;	gender;	or	age.	We	welcome	lesbian,	gay,	bisexual,	and	transgender	people,	their	
partners	and	their	families	into	full	participation	in	the	life	and	ministry	of	this	congregation.	

WORSHIP	LEADERS	
Pastor	 	 Marla	Rotman	
Liturgy	Assistant	 	 Marti	Priest	
Organist	 	 Julie	Urban	
Instrumentalists	 	 Kim	Bretheim,	cello;	Chris	Hurney,	recorder;	Laurie	Stegner,	violin	
Children’s	Message	 	 Laura	Bretheim	
Lector		 	 Elisabeth	Pletcher	
Vocalists	 	 Johan	Christopherson,	Carolyn	Deters,	Tim	Wicker,	Kristin	Young	

In	our	prayers	this	week:	Casey	Austad,	Rich	Gronner;	Mission	Partners:	Trinity	and	St.	Peder’s	
Lutheran	churches,	CES	(Community	Emergency	Service),	and	Wapo	Bible	Camp	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	

	

	

Join	us	each	Sunday	at	10	a.m.	for	worship	
Find	us	online	on	Facebook	and	YouTube	

www.nokomisheights.org	
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At	the	heart	of	the	Good	Friday	worship	is	the	Passion	according	the	Gospel	of	John.	
Our	traditional	Tenebrae	(Latin	for	“shadow”)	worship	of	music	and	readings	and	

extinguishing	of	candles	moves	us	into	increasing	darkness.	
As	Jesus’	body	is	sealed	in	the	tomb,	worship	ends.	

We	are	left	to	ponder	the	depth	of	God’s	love	for	us	as	seen	in	Jesus	on	the	cross.	

WORSHIP	LEADERS	
Pastor	 	 Marla	Rotman	
Organist	 	 Julie	Urban	
Vocalist	 	 Johan	Christopherson	
Instrumentalists	 	 Catherine	Bretheim,	piano;	Kim	Bretheim,	cello;	
	 	 Laura	Bretheim,	violin;	Emma	Lofthus,	viola	
	 	 Maren	Nelson,	clarinet;	Laurie	Stegner,	violin	
	
Nokomis	Heights	is	a	Reconciling	In	Christ	(RIC)	Congregation.	We	believe	the	gospel	is	God’s	gift	
to	all	people,	to	be	shared	unconditionally,	without	regard	to	cultural	or	ethnic	background;	
race;	sexual	orientation;	gender	identity;	physical	or	mental	abilities;	socio-economic,	marital,	or	
family	status;	gender;	or	age.	We	welcome	lesbian,	gay,	bisexual,	and	transgender	people,	their	
partners	and	their	families	into	full	participation	in	the	life	and	ministry	of	this	congregation.	

	 	 	 	

Join	us	for	Easter	Sunday	Worship!	
April	12,	10	a.m.	

Find	us	online	on	Facebook	and	YouTube.
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Liturgical	selections	are	reprinted	from	Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Augsburg	Fortress.	
All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission	of	Augsburg	Fortress	license	#14379-ELW.	

“All	Glory,	Laud,	and	Honor,”	setting	by	Paul	Manz	is	copyright	©	1990	MorningStar	Music	Publishers,	Inc.	
All	Rights	Reserved.	

“Voluntary	on	Valet	will	ich	dir	geben”	(All	Glory,	Laud	and	Honor),	arrangement	by	Mark	Albrecht,	is	from	
Festive	Processionals	for	Organ	and	Trumpet,	copyright	©	1998	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	
Used	by	permission.	

“Ah,	Holy	Jesus,”	arrangement	by	Chad	Baker,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	for	
Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	permission.	

“Upon	Thy	Table,	Lord,”	arrangement	by	Dale	Wood,	is	copyright	©	1974	Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	
permission.	

“There	in	God’s	Garden,”	music	by	K.	Lee	Scott,	is	copyright	©	1987	Birnamwood	Publications,	a	div.	of	
MorningStar	Music	publishers,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	

“Were	You	There,”	arrangement	by	Wayne	L.	Wold,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	
for	Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“My	Song	Is	Love	Unknown,”	tune	by	John	Ireland,	1870-1962;	arrangement	by	Wayne	L.	Wold;	copyright	
©	John	Ireland,	admin.,	The	John	Ireland	Trust,	is	from	Introductions	and	Alternate	Accompaniments	for	
Organ,	vol.	2,	copyright	©	2007	Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“Create	in	Me	a	Clean	Heart”	(Hymn	188)	and	“All	Glory,	Laud,	and	Honor”	(Hymn	344)	are	from	
Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	in	America.	Published	by	
Augsburg	Fortress.	Used	by	permission.	

“Love	Unknown,”	arrangement	by	Karl	Osterland,	is	from	Augsburg	Organ	Library:	Lent,	copyright	©	200	
Augsburg	Fortress.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“Following	the	Path	of	Jesus—Events	from	the	Passion	according	to	Matthew”	is	copyright	©	2020	Cynthia	
Nelson.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission. 
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NOKOMIS	HEIGHTS	LUTHERAN	CHURCH	(ELCA)	
SIXTH	SUNDAY	OF	EASTER	

MAY	17,	2020	 	 	 10:00	A.M.	
	

GATHERING 

PRELUDE	 	 “Come	Christians,	Join	to	Sing”	 	 McMichael 

WELCOME 

THANKSGIVING	FOR	BAPTISM	 
	 L:	 Alleluia!	Christ	is	risen.		

	 C:	 Christ	is	risen	indeed.	Alleluia!	

	 L:	 Joined	to	Christ	in	the	waters	of	baptism,	we	are	raised	with	him	to	new	life.	Let	us	

give	thanks	for	the	gift	of	baptism.	

	 	 Silence	is	kept	for	reflection.	

	 L:	 We	give	you	thanks,	O	God,	for	in	the	beginning	you	created	us	in	your	image	and	

planted	us	in	a	well-watered	garden.	In	the	desert	you	promised	pools	of	water	for	

the	parched,	and	you	gave	us	water	from	the	rock.	When	we	did	not	know	the	way,	

you	sent	the	Good	Shepherd	to	lead	us	to	still	waters.		

	 	 At	the	cross,	you	watered	us	from	Jesus’	wounded	side,	and	on	this	day	you	

shower	us	again	with	the	water	of	life.		

	 	 We	praise	you	for	your	salvation	through	water,	for	the	water	in	this	font,	and	for	

all	water	everywhere.	Bathe	us	in	your	forgiveness,	grace,	and	love.	Satisfy	the	

thirsty,	and	give	us	the	life	only	you	can	give.		

	 	 To	you	be	given	honor	and	praise	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	in	the	unity	of	the	

Holy	Spirit,	now	and	forever.	

	 C:	 Amen	

HYMN	721		 	 	 “Goodness	Is	Stronger	than	Evil”	
See	next	page	for	music 

GREETING 
	 L:	 The	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	the	love	of	God,	and	the	communion	of	the	

Holy	Spirit	be	with	you	all.	

	 C:	 And	also	with	you. 
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PRAYER	OF	THE	DAY	
	 L:	 We	pray	together:	

	C:	 Almighty	and	ever-living	God,	you	hold	together	all	things	in	heaven	and	
on	earth.	In	your	great	mercy	receive	the	prayers	of	all	your	children,	and	
give	to	all	the	world	the	Spirit	of	your	truth	and	peace,	through	Jesus	
Christ,	our	Savior	and	Lord.	Amen	

WORD	

THE	READING	 	 	 	 Acts	17:22-31 
	 L:	 Introduction:	In	Athens,	Paul	faces	the	challenge	of	proclaiming	the	gospel	to	

Greeks	who	know	nothing	of	either	Jewish	or	Christian	tradition.	He	proclaims	
that	the	“unknown	god”	whom	they	worship	is	the	true	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth	
who	will	judge	the	world	with	justice	through	Jesus,	whom	God	has	raised	from	
the	dead.	

	 	 Then	Paul	stood	in	front	of	the	Areopagus	and	said,	“Athenians,	I	see	how	
extremely	religious	you	are	in	every	way.	For	as	I	went	through	the	city	and	

looked	carefully	at	the	objects	of	your	worship,	I	found	among	them	an	altar	

with	the	inscription,	‘To	an	unknown	god.’	What	therefore	you	worship	as	

unknown,	this	I	proclaim	to	you.	The	God	who	made	the	world	and	everything	

in	it,	he	who	is	Lord	of	heaven	and	earth,	does	not	live	in	shrines	made	by	

human	hands,	nor	is	he	served	by	human	hands,	as	though	he	needed	anything,	

since	he	himself	gives	to	all	mortals	life	and	breath	and	all	things.	From	one	

ancestor	he	made	all	nations	to	inhabit	the	whole	earth,	and	he	allotted	the	

times	of	their	existence	and	the	boundaries	of	the	places	where	they	would	

live,	so	that	they	would	search	for	God	and	perhaps	grope	for	him	and	find	

him—though	indeed	he	is	not	far	from	each	one	of	us.	For	‘In	him	we	live	and	

move	and	have	our	being’;	as	even	some	of	your	own	poets	have	said,	‘For	we	

too	are	his	offspring.’	Since	we	are	God’s	offspring,	we	ought	not	to	think	that	

the	deity	is	like	gold,	or	silver,	or	stone,	an	image	formed	by	the	art	and	

imagination	of	mortals.	While	God	has	overlooked	the	times	of	human	

ignorance,	now	he	commands	all	people	everywhere	to	repent,	because	he	has	

fixed	a	day	on	which	he	will	have	the	world	judged	in	righteousness	by	a	man	

whom	he	has	appointed,	and	of	this	he	has	given	assurance	to	all	by	raising	him	

from	the	dead.”	
	 	 The	Word	of	the	Lord.	
	 C:	 Thanks	be	to	God.	
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GOSPEL	ACCLAMATION	

	
 

ANNOUNCEMENT	OF	THE	GOSPEL 
	 L:	 The	Gospel	according	to	John,	the	fourteenth	chapter.		

	C:	 Glory	to	you,	O	Lord.	

GOSPEL	 John	14:15-21 
	 L:	 Introduction:	In	final	words	to	his	disciples	on	the	night	of	his	arrest,	Jesus	

encourages	obedience	to	his	commandments	and	speaks	of	the	Spirit,	who	will	be	
with	them	forever.		

	 	 If	you	love	me,	you	will	keep	my	commandments.	And	I	will	ask	the	Father,	and	
he	will	give	you	another	Advocate,	to	be	with	you	forever.	This	is	the	Spirit	of	

truth,	whom	the	world	cannot	receive,	because	it	neither	sees	him	nor	knows	

him.	You	know	him,	because	he	abides	with	you,	and	he	will	be	in	you.	

	 	 “I	will	not	leave	you	orphaned;	I	am	coming	to	you.	In	a	little	while	the	world	

will	no	longer	see	me,	but	you	will	see	me;	because	I	live,	you	also	will	live.	On	

that	day	you	will	know	that	I	am	in	my	Father,	and	you	in	me,	and	I	in	you.	

They	who	have	my	commandments	and	keep	them	are	those	who	love	me;	and	

those	who	love	me	will	be	loved	by	my	Father,	and	I	will	love	them	and	reveal	

myself	to	them.”	

GOSPEL	RESPONSE 
	 L:	 The	Gospel	of	the	Lord.	

	C:	 Praise	to	you,	O	Christ.	

CHILDREN’S	MESSAGE 

SERMON 

HYMN	708	(cantor,	st.	1-3;	congregation,	refrain)	 “Jesu,	Jesu,	Fill	Us	with	Your	Love”	
See	next	page	for	music	
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PRAYERS	OF	THE	CHURCH	
	  Introduction	
	 L:	 Uplifted	by	the	promised	hope	of	healing	and	resurrection,	we	join	the	

people	of	God	in	all	times	and	places	in	praying	for	the	church,	the	world,	and	

all	who	are	in	need.			

	 	 A	brief	silence	

	 L:	 Abiding	God,	you	have	revealed	yourself	to	us	in	the	form	of	your	Son,	Jesus	

Christ.	Embolden	your	church,	as	your	followers,	to	reveal	your	love	to	everyone	

in	our	speaking	and	in	our	living.		

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,	

	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		

	 L:	 You	call	all	people	of	the	world	your	children.	Judge	the	nations	justly,	show	

mercy	to	the	oppressed,	and	speak	truth	to	power	through	your	prophets.		

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,	

	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.		

	 L:	 You	come	near	to	us	when	we	are	lost,	and	you	hear	our	distress.	We	pray	for	
those	who	suffer	in	any	way.		

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,		

	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.	
	 L:	 Your	commandments	are	good	and	merciful.	Give	us	courage	to	take	hold	of	

our	baptismal	promises	to	work	for	justice,	advocate	for	the	voiceless,	and	

free	the	oppressed	and	imprisoned	in	body,	mind,	or	spirit.		

	 	 Lord,	in	your	mercy,		

	 C:	 hear	our	prayer.	
	 	 Conclusion	
	 L:	 With	bold	confidence	in	your	love,	almighty	God,	we	place	all	for	whom	we	

pray	into	your	eternal	care;	through	Christ	our	Lord.	

	 C:	 Amen	
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LORD’S	PRAYER	
	 C:	 Our	Father	in	heaven,	
	 	 	 	 hallowed	be	your	name,	
	 	 	 	 your	kingdom	come,	
	 	 	 	 your	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	in	heaven.	
	 	 	 Give	us	today	our	daily	bread.	
	 	 	 Forgive	us	our	sins,	
	 	 	 	 as	we	forgive	those	who	sin	against	us.	
	 	 	 Save	us	from	the	time	of	trial,	
	 	 	 	 and	deliver	us	from	evil.	
	 	 	 For	the	kingdom,	the	power,	and	the	glory	
	 	 	 	 are	yours,	now	and	forever.	Amen. 

SHARING	THE	PEACE	
	 L:	 The	peace	of	Christ	be	with	you	always.	
	 C:	 And	also	with	you.	

OFFERING	

OFFERTORY	RESPONSE	361	(st.	3)	 “The	Day	of	Resurrection!”	
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SENDING	

BLESSING	
	 L:	 May	the	One	who	brought	forth	Jesus	from	the	dead	

raise	you	to	new	life,	

fill	you	with	hope,	

and	turn	your	mourning	into	dancing.	

Almighty	God,	†	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit,	

bless	you	now	and	forever.		

	 C:	 Amen	

HYMN	631	(st.	1-2)	 	 “Love	Divine,	All	Loves	Excelling”	
See	next	page	for	music	

POSTLUDE	 	 	 “Jesus	Loves	Me”	 McMichael	
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Liturgical	selections	are	reprinted	from	Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Augsburg	Fortress.	
All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission	of	Augsburg	Fortress	license	#14379-ELW.	

Scripture	quotations,	unless	otherwise	noted,	are	from	the	New	Revised	Standard	Version	Bible,	copyright	
©	1989	by	the	Division	of	Christian	Education	of	the	National	Council	of	Churches	of	Christ	in	the	United	
States	of	America.	All	rights	reserved.	

“Come	Christians,	Join	to	Sing,”	arrangement	by	Catherine	McMichael,	is	from	Hymns	of	Grace	for	2	Violins	
and	Piano,	copyright	©	2004	Latham	Music,	a	Lorenz	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	

Hymn,	“Good	Is	Stronger	than	Evil”	(ELW	721),	text	is	copyright	©	1995	Desmond	Tutu,	admin.	Random	
House,	Inc.	and	Lynn	C.	Franklin	Associates,	Ltd.,	music	is	copyright	©	1996	Iona	Community,	admin.	GIA	
Publications,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	

Hymn,	“Jesus,	Jesus,	Fill	Us	with	Your	Love,”	text	by	Tom	Colvin	and	music	adapted	by	Tom	Colvin	is	
copyright	©	1969	Hope	Publishing	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	

Hymns,	“The	Day	of	Resurrection”	(ELW	361)	and	“Love	Divine,	All	Loves	Excelling”	(ELW	631)	are	from	
Evangelical	Lutheran	Worship,	copyright	©	2006	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	in	America.	Published	by	
Augsburg	Fortress,	Publishers.	All	rights	reserved.	Used	by	permission.	

“Jesus	Loves	Me,”	arrangement	by	Catherine	McMichael,	is	from	Hymns	of	Grace	for	2	Violins	and	Piano,	
copyright	©	2004	Latham	Music,	a	Lorenz	Company.	All	rights	reserved.	
Recording/Streaming	of	music	used	by	permission	under	OneLicense.net	A-725653.	
	

	


